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On Oct. 6, 2019, Colleges Against 
Cancer held a reveal in the courtyard of 
the Lib Jackson Student Union (LJSU) 
to announce the theme for Relay for Life 
next semester. 

The Relay for Life theme is “Ignite the 
Fight!” The reveal was shown through 
a video made and cast by the leadership 
team. The theme is centered around the 
Summer Olympics, taking place in 2020. 

Colleges Against Cancer is an 
organization that hosts advocate 
events and promotes cancer awareness 
throughout CCU’s campus, and its main 
event is Relay for Life.  

Relay for Life’s mission is to raise funds 
to improve cancer survival, decrease the 

incidence of cancer, and improve the 
quality of life for cancer patients and their 
caretakers. During the event, students and 
faculty raise money, raise awareness, and 
walk around a track or area to support the 
fight against cancer.  

Sammy Parnell is a senior at CCU, and 
she is currently serving as the president of 
Colleges Against Cancer.  

“It’s my senior year, and I am happy to 
see how Relay for Life has progressed over 
the last four years with different leaders on 
our leadership team,” she said. 

Colleges Against Cancer has a 
leadership team with multiple college 
students serving on different boards to 
make events like Relay for Life successful. 

Colleges Against Cancer announces the 
2020 Relay for Life theme on campus
Rae’L Jackson // Reporter & Photographer

“Ignite the Fight” is the theme for Relay for Life 2020. // Photo by Rae’L Jackson

Editor’s Note: This article is part 
two of a series. Refer to our 

website for part one. 
Every semester at Coastal Carolina 

University brings new opportunities for 
student engagement.  

U n l i k e  a  t y p i c a l  c l a s s r o o m 
s e t u p , s t u d e n t - l e d  c l u b s  a n d 
organizations offer comradery based 
upon non-academic interests. From world 
renowned humanitarian collectives to 
frisbee and golf, listed below are the 
newest clubs on campus.  

The National Society of 
Black Engineers 

The National Society of Black Engineers 
is an organization advancing the interests 
of African American students pursuing 
careers in engineering. The society hosts a 
variety of on-campus functions including 
workshops and collaborations with other 
clubs within the technology department. 
The club meetings are open to any 
student who wishes to attend, but full 
membership is preferred for those who 
attend regularly.  

The chapter’s adviser, Tonya Melvin-
Bryant, said, “Our CCU chapter seeks 
any student who is interested in entering a 
technical field, with hopes of that interest 
leading to a career in engineering. Major 
goals include encouraging students to 
study for success, helping to increase the 
number of underrepresented in the field 

During the theme reveal, the leadership 
team introduced themselves and 
encouraged organizations to participate. 

Amelia Carte is the coordinator of Civic 
Engagement; she oversees Relay for Life 
and selected the leadership team year.  

“The current leadership team is very 
mission-driven and energized about 
keeping the values of Relay for life and 
Colleges Against Cancer,” she said. 

Keegan Vath is a sophomore who is a 
part of the leadership team.  

“The fact that so many people can come 
together and actually make a difference 
and raise money to help fund research, 

that can hopefully find a cure to cancer, is 
so incredible,” Vath said. 

Since Relay for Life started on CCU’s 
campus, it has raised more than $1 million 
dollars for cancer awareness and research.

To be a part of Relay for Life, 
participants by sign up on “Colleges 
Against Cancer” Coastal Connections 
webpage. Participants can raise money 
during the event, and through the website. 
For questions, you can contact Amelia 
Carte or Sammy Parnell via email.  

Relay for Life will be held on April 
6, 2020, in Blanton Park from noon to 
midnight.

The CCU Colleges Against Cancer chapter unveiled the theme for Relay for Life 2020 at a campus even on Oct. 6. // Photo 
by Rae’L Jackson
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What’s new for you at CCU: Several 
new clubs for students take root
Thomas Healy // Reporter

Editor’s Note: This article is part 
two of a series. Refer to our 

website for part one. 
Every semester at Coastal Carolina 

University brings new opportunities for 
student engagement.  

U n l i k e  a  t y p i c a l  c l a s s r o o m 
s e t u p , s t u d e n t - l e d  c l u b s  a n d 
organizations offer comradery based 
upon non-academic interests. From world 
renowned humanitarian collectives to 
frisbee and golf, listed below are the 
newest clubs on campus.  

The National Society of 
Black Engineers 

The National Society of Black Engineers 
is an organization advancing the interests 
of African American students pursuing 
careers in engineering. The society hosts a 
variety of on-campus functions including 
workshops and collaborations with other 
clubs within the technology department. 
The club meetings are open to any 
student who wishes to attend, but full 
membership is preferred for those who 
attend regularly.  

The chapter’s adviser, Tonya Melvin-
Bryant, said, “Our CCU chapter seeks 
any student who is interested in entering a 
technical field, with hopes of that interest 
leading to a career in engineering. Major 
goals include encouraging students to 
study for success, helping to increase the 
number of underrepresented in the field 

through community outreach, and having 
social impact through tech research. We 
hope to accomplish these goals by sharing 
our knowledge in chapter meetings, 
providing training workshops within the 
university community, and providing 
educational opportunities to K-12 entities 
locally.”   

S t u d e n t s  r e c e i v e  n u m e r o u s  
benefits for membership such as 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  p r e s t i g i o u s 
research projects and opportunities to 
foster their abilities to network with other 
professionals within the industry.  

There are no requirements to join the 
club, minus the dues which consist of a 
national organization fee of $15 and a $5 
local chapter fee.   

“Since we are a new organization, 
we do not currently have our service 
requirements for members to attend 
meetings and other events. The plan is for 
students to accumulate points throughout 
the year in order to be ‘active’ members 
of the local chapter. We plan to offer 
graduation stoles for those completing 
these service requirements,” said Melvin-
Bryant.  

Refer to page 13 for more on this club. 

Teal Goes Pink    

Teal Goes Pink is an organization 
dedicated to the advancement of women. 
Their goal is to empower women within 
the local community to become leaders 

and innovators. Club President Erica 
Evans spoke about what inspired her to 
form this club.   

She said, “I realized that being in 
college is not easy. Sometimes we don’t 
know where to go or who to turn to when 
we need help with something or maybe 
just someone to talk to. So, I wanted to 
create an organization where ladies can 
come together and be authentic with 
one another. I believe there is power in 
community. There is power in knowing 
that you have a team behind you that 
is filled with love and support. I want 
the ladies of Teal Goes Pink to be an 
organization that promotes empowerment 
through both conversation and action, by 
not only saying we are a community, but 
by being an example of one.”  

However, unlike other clubs of similar 
aspirations, they don’t focus on any one 
issue and are even open to discuss the 
personal struggles of their members 
alongside societal inequality.  

Evans explained the club is still in 
the process of organizing events for the 
semester and that they would be running a 
Women in The Workplace event sometime 
during the spring semester. The event will 
host female speakers who will be sharing 
their success stories.   

Dance Marathon  

Dance Marathon is a fundraising 
organization that supports the McLeod 
Children’s Hospital. The executive 

board is currently organizing 
the dance marathon to be hosted on the 
CCU campus.  

The Circle K International Club of 
Coastal Carolina University  

The Circle K International Club 
of Coastal Carolina University is an 
international collegiate service of Kiwanis 
International.  

Get Involved  

Should you want more information 
about these clubs or any others, the 
campus will be hosting an Organization 
Kick-Off Day for the Spring semester on 
Jan. 15, 2020 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
the Prince Lawn. You can also check 
coastalconnections.edu for a full list of 
clubs as well as contact and registration 
information.

The day before classes CCU hosted the Fall semester Orga-
nization Kickoff Day on Prince Lawn. This allows students 
to see what clubs and organizations the university has to 
offer. Photo by Eden Alon. 
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CCU plans to add to Kimbel Library
Kimbel library is the next location 

scheduled to undergo reconstruction on 
campus.  

Alana Tellier, a junior at CCU, loves the 
quiet floor of the library. She hopes the 
new addition will expand upon the quiet 
spaces and study rooms currently provided 
on Kimbel’s second floor. Tellier does not 
mind the new addition being built behind 
the library, since she lives within walking 
distance to campus.  

She said, “ It would be nice if they could 
connect [the new building] in an efficient 
way . . . I don’t think it is necessary for 
them to do that [massive renovation]. I 
think they could [keep] the old part . . . 
for a lot of group activities which is louder 
and the other can be [a quiet building].”   

Jennifer Hughs, the associate university 

librarian, has been a part of Coastal 
Carolina University since 1998 in various 
positions, but “came here as a student in 
1994.” This has given her the chance to see 
the growth of CCU first hand. 

“The growth in the students at that 
time, buildings, programs, and also as 
much as Coastal has grown [as a whole],” 
Hughs said.  

Hughs goes on to talk about the 
broadening of the way libraries has 
changed in a worldly aspect.  

“When I first came to this library; it 
was just the one building. We had the 
card catalog and one computer that did 
not have the internet, but did have a Cisco 
CD changer. We’ve seen so much growth 
and change within the university and the 
library,” she said. 

The new addition will be focused more 
so on space for the students. Hughs points 
out that, “the biggest request we hear 
from students is about study space; they’re 
looking for [more] group study rooms and 
also individual study space.”  

Melvin Davis has been the university 
librarian for two years now and is seeing 
that vision that he had when he arrived 
come into play.  

Davis said, “ I remember the provost at 
that time talk about it. We kind of knew; 
we just didn’t know where we really fit 
into [the plan].”  

The library is in the design stage at this 
point in time of the master plan.  

“They have to go back to Columbia to 
resubmit the design pieces. After that is 
approved [then construction will start],” 
Davis said.  

For this new addition; the CCU is 
looking to add a two story building. The 
bottom floor will be services while the 
second will be the success center.  

Davis said, “At some point we are 
supposed to be attaching the building in 
some way to [Kimberly].”  

The new addition will not be named 
Kimbel, but named after a donor. For 
now it will be called the Library Learning 
Complex. Davis is just asking that students 
remain patient as the building process and 
construction take place.

The library is the next building that is supposed to undergo construction. It’s currently in the planning stage of the process. 
// Photo by O’Tia Prioleau.

There are a few places near Coastal 
Carolina University in which an underage 
student can buy a drink.  Admission into 
bars has become the new price to pay for 
students wishing to get in, but the steep 
costs have yet to be a successful deterrent. 

Coastal Carolina University has been 
attempting to rid itself of its stigmatized 
“party school” status since 2017. A 
2017 study released by ProjectKnow.
com collected information on liquor law 
violations in all large four-year colleges 
in the nation. Coastal Carolina had the 
highest amount of these violations with 
a total of 1,081 arrests that year.  CCU 
responded by increasing disciplinary 
efforts, such as enforcing mandatory 
alcohol education training for incoming 
students. According to CCU’s 2019 Clery 
report, the number of violations was 
reduced to 890. 

According to Zoe Stephenson, a 
sophomore at Coastal Carolina, this 
reduction can be contributed to the 
diligent efforts of campus police. 

“Honestly, parties don’t last long here, 
especially if they’re close to campus,” said 
Stephenson. “They’re usually shut down 
by police before 12 even hits, so we jump 
around for most of the night or go to a 
bar.” 

Students frequent Tongy’s, Shmack 
House, The American Tavern, and The 
Coop. Due to their proximity to campus, 
these bars cater to larger crowds than bars 
farther from campus. Even if students 
arrive at a bar, however, admission is not 
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CCU and local bars fight to 
prevent underage drinking
Elexis Thompson // Reporter

There are a few places near Coastal 
Carolina University in which an underage 
student can buy a drink.  Admission into 
bars has become the new price to pay for 
students wishing to get in, but the steep 
costs have yet to be a successful deterrent. 

Coastal Carolina University has been 
attempting to rid itself of its stigmatized 
“party school” status since 2017. A 
2017 study released by ProjectKnow.
com collected information on liquor law 
violations in all large four-year colleges 
in the nation. Coastal Carolina had the 
highest amount of these violations with 
a total of 1,081 arrests that year.  CCU 
responded by increasing disciplinary 
efforts, such as enforcing mandatory 
alcohol education training for incoming 
students. According to CCU’s 2019 Clery 
report, the number of violations was 
reduced to 890. 

According to Zoe Stephenson, a 
sophomore at Coastal Carolina, this 
reduction can be contributed to the 
diligent efforts of campus police. 

“Honestly, parties don’t last long here, 
especially if they’re close to campus,” said 
Stephenson. “They’re usually shut down 
by police before 12 even hits, so we jump 
around for most of the night or go to a 
bar.” 

Students frequent Tongy’s, Shmack 
House, The American Tavern, and The 
Coop. Due to their proximity to campus, 
these bars cater to larger crowds than bars 
farther from campus. Even if students 
arrive at a bar, however, admission is not 

guaranteed.   

Corrine Murtha, who has been 
employed at Tongy’s for five years, explains 
that the bar management has strict rules 
for underage patrons. This is especially 
important because Coastal students make 
up so much of Tongy’s crowd. 

“[Underage students] are allowed in 
until nine, but after nine they have to be 
21 to get in,” Murtha says. “It’s easier for 
us that way. We don’t have to worry about 
underage students drinking if they aren’t 
in the bar.” 

Zach Stephenson, a bouncer at The 
American Tavern and Tongy’s, said the 
American Tavern follows a similar policy.  

“[The American Tavern] doesn’t let in 
underage students. But, if they’re there, 
it’s because they have a really good fake 
[ID],” said Stephenson. “Still, about 90% 
of the people we let in are students and a 
few locals.” 

The most popular of the three bars, The 
Coop, allows admission regardless of age. 
Visitors 21 or older have free admission 
and receive a special wristband. Underage 
students, though, must pay a covercharge 
that can range from $10 to $50 at the door, 
have their hands marked with an X, and 
wear a different signifying wristband. 

The manager of The Coop, Joe Sabetelli, 
acknowledges the high cost of entry, but 
says the stipulation will not be changing. 

“When letting [underage students] 
in, we still have to consider revenue,” 
said Sabetelli. “We have one of the only 

places [underage students] can go to enjoy 
themselves, but when they get in, they 
can’t buy any of our drinks. The cover they 
pay makes up for the losses that we take by 
letting them into the bar.” 

Due to the price of bar admission and 
the lack of additional venues for students 
to enjoy the night, many students have 
purchased fake identification cards. 

“The amount of fakes I see on a night 
is absolutely incredible,” said Stephenson. 
“Some are pretty good, but most are 
terrible. For the most part though, I 
don’t think it’s a problem. It’s not really 
a problem when 20-year-olds have fakes. 
The problem is that 17-year-olds and 
18-year-olds get into bars, and don’t know 
how to handle their alcohol, so they get 
into fights outside or drive while drunk. 
They’re more prone to doing stupid 
things. But for 20-year-olds, it’s a little bit 
different.” 

According to CCU Captain Thomas 
Mezzapelle, fake IDs are not only an issue 

at bars, but on campus as well. 

“In a full calendar year, we make around 
200 alcohol related arrests, so a few 
every weekend. About one-third of the 
underage people we arrest due to alcohol 
related offenses are in possession of a fake 
ID,” said Mezzapelle. 

According to Coastal Law, a firm 
based in Myrtle Beach, students face 
heavy charges if caught acting against the 
ordinances. 

Students who are caught with alcohol 
and false identification are charged with a 
misdemeanor and are likely to receive two 
separate charges for intent. These charges 
can be served by any combination of the 
following: 30 days in jail, attendance of 
alcohol safety training classes, and/or a 
fine of $200.  

Despite these consequences, many 
CCU students prefer to take the risk. 
Rather than paying a $50 cover charge for 
The Coop, some would rather purchase a 
fake ID and gain free access to the bar.

CCU has cracked down on underage drinking. Police bust parties and make arrests almost every weekend.
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wins 2019 Sunbelt 
Championship
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CCU volleyball 
wins Sunbelt East
Morgen S. Cvetko // Reporter
The Coastal Carolina Volleyball team 

hosted South Alabama on Sunday, Nov. 
17. This was CCU’s last home game and 
marked the end of the regular Sunbelt 
Conference season. The win against USA 
allowed Coastal to claim the Sunbelt East 
Championship. 

Coastal Carolina held the lead for most 
of the first match against USA. The match 
ended with a kill from Kyla Manning, 
bringing up Petrenko to serve. Petrenko 
served an ace, her second of the night, and 
the match ended, 19-25 Coastal.  

USA had first serve in the second 
match, however, they lost the ball to CCU 
on a service error. After that, the match 
was back and forth between USA and 
CCU. Coastal was able to win the game 
with a kill by Mariia Levanova. Final 
score was 22-25, Coastal. Petrenko had a 
great game with 14 assists.

South Alabama took the third match, 
25-17. USA took the lead early after a ball 
handling error and Coastal was never able 
to recover.  

The Coastal Carolina men’s soccer team 
defeated Georgia State on Sunday, Nov. 
17 to win the Sunbelt Championship.  

No one scored during the first half of 
the game. GSU outshot Coastal 10 – 4, 
however, none of the shots were on goal.  

It wasn’t until the end of the second half 
that GSU’s Matthew Fearnley was able to 
score on Coastal, making the score 1-0. 
With less than four minutes left in the 
game, Coastal needed to score two goals 
to win or at least one goal to force the 
game into overtime.  

Timm Morten got the ball with two 
minutes left in the game, and after a 
successful pass to Sam Snaith, Snaith was 
able to score, bringing the game to a tie.  

No one else was able to score before 
the game clock ended and the match was 
forced into its first overtime. 

No one was able to score in the first 

Coastal came back to win the fourth 
match against South Alabama. Early in 
the match, it looked like either team could 
walk away with a win, however, a service 
error from USA allowed CCU to gain 
a small lead. Anett Nemeth came up to 
serve four serves in a row with the help of 
Levanova and Petrenko. The match ended 
with a set from Petrenko to Manning, 
which she successfully killed. The final 
score was 19-25, Coastal.  

The win against South Alabama left 
Coastal Volleyball with a 13-3 conference 
record and a 23-5 overall record. CCU 
walked away from the game as the 2019 
Sunbelt East Champions. 

The CCU Volleyball team will travel 
to San Marcos, TX for the Sunbelt 
Conference Semi-Finals on Saturday, 
Nov. 23, 2019. Their first match will be at 
5 p.m. and it is still unknown as to who 
they will play.  

Students can watch the game on 
ESPN+.

overtime and there was a combined total 
of two shots, both for GSU. In the second 
overtime, CCU was able to claim more 
shots than GSU, but was still unable to 
score. At the end of the period, the game 
went into a shoot-out.  

GSU made their first shoot and CCU 
missed their first one. It came down to the 
final four shots. A miss by GSU’s Frank 
Rosenwald and Coastal’s Paavo Riihjarvi 
making his shot allowed Coastal to win, 
6-5.  

Alberto Ciroi, Coastal Carolina’s 
goalkeeper was named the most 
outstanding player for the 2019 Sunbelt 
Men’s All- Tournament Soccer Team. 
Ciroi had four saves during the game. 

The CCU Men’s Soccer team traveled 
to Raleigh, NC on Thursday, Nov. 21 to 
take on North Carolina State University 
in the 2019 NCAA Division I Men’s 
Soccer Championship.

Morgen S. Cvetko // Reporter

The men’s basketball team continued 
their conference when they played on Nov. 
12 against Northern Kentucky University, 
though once again fell short to the Norse’s 
68-69.  

The starters for the Chanticleers 
included Devante Jones who was the 
recipient of last year’s Sun Belt Freshman 
of the Year Award and who has returned 
to the court after a broken foot. Jones 
made up for lost time on Tuesday, scoring 
17 points, which was the team high that 
night.  

Winning the tip off, the first points 
went to Tommy Burton with a layup, 
while Northern Kentucky’s first point 
came off a free throw.  

The lead went back and forth during the 
first half, not stretching more than three 
points for 17 of the 20 minutes played. 
With three minutes left of the first half 
and the score tied at 26, the Norse’s got an 
8-point run, resulting in a score of 34-26 
over CCU. 

This loss did not deter the Chanticleers 
in the second half. Keishawn Brewton 
kicked it off with a deep three pointer, 
three of the 13 points he had in the game. 

Want to see your ad on thechanticleer.com & right here in print?
Contact our business manager Garrett Kalenick for information:

ggkalenic@coastal.edu
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Want to
see more?

Follow us on Social Media:

@ccunewspaper @thechanticleernews @ccunewspaper

Subscribe to our website:
thechanticleernews.com

Send us suggestions:
thechanticleer@coastal.edu

Sarah Kinder // Reporter

Chants fall short to Northern Kentucky
The men’s basketball team continued 

their conference when they played on Nov. 
12 against Northern Kentucky University, 
though once again fell short to the Norse’s 
68-69.  

The starters for the Chanticleers 
included Devante Jones who was the 
recipient of last year’s Sun Belt Freshman 
of the Year Award and who has returned 
to the court after a broken foot. Jones 
made up for lost time on Tuesday, scoring 
17 points, which was the team high that 
night.  

Winning the tip off, the first points 
went to Tommy Burton with a layup, 
while Northern Kentucky’s first point 
came off a free throw.  

The lead went back and forth during the 
first half, not stretching more than three 
points for 17 of the 20 minutes played. 
With three minutes left of the first half 
and the score tied at 26, the Norse’s got an 
8-point run, resulting in a score of 34-26 
over CCU. 

This loss did not deter the Chanticleers 
in the second half. Keishawn Brewton 
kicked it off with a deep three pointer, 
three of the 13 points he had in the game. 

The scoring between the two teams led to 
a tied score and no big lead for either team 
until the last minute of the game. 

With one-minute left, and NKU 
leading by one point (67-66), Coastal 
lost possession off a shot. After getting 
possession and then getting fouled, the 
Norse’s managed to sink both free throws, 
bring the score to 69-66 with 32 seconds 
left on the clock. 

A three-point shot from the Chants 
could’ve offset the scores again. Garrick 
Green shot a deep three and was 
fouled, resulting in three foul shots. 
Unfortunately, he got only two for three 
and the Chants fell short by one point at 
the end of the game. 

When asked how he felt watching the 
tough loss, Freshman Manny Cordero 
commented on how he felt watching the 
tough loss. 

“This game was a lot more nerve racking 
than the one last Tuesday, I think because 
of how much more the team meshed. It 
sucks they lost the way they did, but I am 
sure they will come back better next week, 
and I can’t wait to watch,” he said.

Zac Cuthbertson strolls down the floor for the slam dunk. Photo by Ian Livingston Brooking
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SAGE held panel for LGBTQ community 
to share their experiences with religion
Students Advocating Gender Equality 

(SAGE), one of CCU’s organizations, 
held a discussion panel on Oct. 16 in the 
Student Union. Students and community 
members on the panel shared their 
experiences with religion as being part of, 
or working with, the LGBTQ community. 
This panel focused on the experiences 
these individuals have had with regards to 
religion and conversion therapy. 

SAGE president, Meredith Persin, 
said that the organization focuses on 

Shelbi R. Ankiewicz // Reporter

individuals’ gender inequalities as well 
as social justice topics in the LGBTQ 
community.  

“We need to work together as a 
community to raise awareness 

of the horrid things that happen 
in religious communities. … 

We will never be able to change 
something if we stay silent.” 

– Meredith Persin

“We need to work together as a 
community to raise awareness of the 
horrid things that happen in religious 
communities, like conversion therapy, in 
order to make a change and put an end 
to it. We will never be able to change 
something if we stay silent, no matter how 
hard it might be to speak up,” said Persin.  

Persin started the event with a 
video which explained conversion 
therapy and its history in the United 
States. Conversion therapy is a type of 

treatment which attempts to change 
someone’s gender identification or sexual 
orientation. This therapy can be employed 
by enforcing one’s religious beliefs onto 
another, emotionally manipulating the 
individual, or even resorting to violence. 
Those who resort to violence, to “convert” 
the LGBTQ member, have the intention 
of creating, for the LGBTQ member, an 
association with pain and their gender 
identity, as well as shaming them into 
compliance. The inducing nausea and 
hypnotization are also used for conversion 
therapy. In the U.S., 40 states are in the 
process of making conversion therapy 
illegal. South Carolina is one of 31 states 
where this process is still legal. 

The panel was comprised of five 
individuals who shared their stories. The 
first to speak was Mars Castro, a CCU 
sophomore. 

Castro was raised in a religious family. 
For two summers, his parents forced him 
to attend Bible camp on Miracle Mountain 
in Pennsylvania.  During his weeks 
there, he experienced discrimination and 
isolation from the other campers because 
he did not wish to engage in religious 
activities. His roommates were all female 
(as Castro’s sex is female and gender is 
male) and would pray for their friends 
that were gay in hopes that God would 
heal them. Castro remained in the closet 

Cont. on page 08
The SAGE panel allowed members of the LGBTQ community to share how their sexuality impacted their experiences with religion. 

during those times, forcing him to lose 
confidence and his religious faith. 

From childhood, Xan Lutsky was active 
within their church through the choir, 
daycare, and technical board work. At 17 
years old, they realized they were attracted 
to a female. After confiding in the choir’s 
director, who they considered to be a 
confidant, the director admonished them, 
suggesting they consult the head pastor 
for guidance. The pastor said Lutsky 
either had to announce their “sinful” 
sexuality to the congregation in order to 
be prayed over and healed or leave the 
church. Lutsky left. 

Their parents, particularly their 
mother, avidly disagreed with Lutsky’s 
sexuality. At both the ages of 11 and 
14, Lutsky attempted suicide. After the 
second attempt which ended in Lutsky 
being hospitalized, their parents came 
to visit. Lutsky’s mother said she wished 
they would have succeeded in killing 
themselves, for then she would know 
Lutsky’s was “in hell.” Lutsky’s mother 
became abusive and grounded Lutsky for 
their entire senior year of high school. 

Andi Sullivan spoke next. Growing up 
Roman Catholic, they enjoyed attending 
church services every week. They consider 
themselves to have been the ideal altar boy 
and usher. Sullivan attended countless 
youth events and one summer was invited 
to attend a summer-long retreat. 

At the retreat, campers were required to 
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SAGE held panel for LGBTQ 
community to share their 
experiences with religion cont.
Shelbi R. Ankiewicz // Reporter

during those times, forcing him to lose 
confidence and his religious faith. 

From childhood, Xan Lutsky was active 
within their church through the choir, 
daycare, and technical board work. At 17 
years old, they realized they were attracted 
to a female. After confiding in the choir’s 
director, who they considered to be a 
confidant, the director admonished them, 
suggesting they consult the head pastor 
for guidance. The pastor said Lutsky 
either had to announce their “sinful” 
sexuality to the congregation in order to 
be prayed over and healed or leave the 
church. Lutsky left. 

Their parents, particularly their 
mother, avidly disagreed with Lutsky’s 
sexuality. At both the ages of 11 and 
14, Lutsky attempted suicide. After the 
second attempt which ended in Lutsky 
being hospitalized, their parents came 
to visit. Lutsky’s mother said she wished 
they would have succeeded in killing 
themselves, for then she would know 
Lutsky’s was “in hell.” Lutsky’s mother 
became abusive and grounded Lutsky for 
their entire senior year of high school. 

Andi Sullivan spoke next. Growing up 
Roman Catholic, they enjoyed attending 
church services every week. They consider 
themselves to have been the ideal altar boy 
and usher. Sullivan attended countless 
youth events and one summer was invited 
to attend a summer-long retreat. 

At the retreat, campers were required to 

attend mass three times a day. If they were 
to miss a session, they would not be fed. 
The mission of the camp program was to 
illicit confessions of sin and remorse from 
members of the LGBTQ community. 
During their stay at camp, Sullivan was 
forced into a shower where a priest took 
a wire grill scrub brush, washing their 
back and repeating “this will wash the gay 
away.” This experience ruined Sullivan’s 
trust in authorities and led them to be 
diagnosed with PTSD and anxiety their 
freshman year of high school. 

Garry Hanna spoke after Sullivan. 
Hanna did not make his homosexuality 
known to others until he was 35 years old. 
Hanna remained “in the closet” until he 
attended his first gay bar in which he met 
and fell in love with a man with whom he 
was in a relationship with for many years.  

When Hanna wished to introduce his 
partner to his family, Hanna was faced 
with overcoming the stigma propagated 
by his mother. Hanna’s sister, however, 
validated his feelings, saying she knew 
he was gay from a young age. The sister 
volunteered to tell the family about Hanna 
being homosexual, so as to alleviate the 
burden off her brother. The parents still 
accepted Hanna as part of the family, but 
his mother was upset since she believed 
she would not see him in heaven.  

Hanna had been active in numerous 
community, church, and school choirs, 
even as he had moved from South Carolina 

to California. Luckily, despite the discord 
between homosexuality and the church, 
he was accepted to be the director of the 
Sheperd of the Sea’s choir. 

Brad Bellah, preacher of Shepherd of 
the Sea, was the man who hired Hanna to 
direct the church’s choir. Bellah believes 
all people should be loved and accepted by 
God, so the church should do the same. 
When Bellah attended a seminar from 
which he became an attendant to much 
larger congregations, Bellah noticed 
a strong discord which was fueled by 
the church members’ intolerance of the 
LGBTQ community. Ironically, he was 
invited to dinner by two men who he 
discovered were partners. To no surprise 
of Bellah, the men were of the nicest 
people he had met. 

Bellah is strongly motivated by his 
mission of inclusivity. He has declared to 
his church that they will be accepting of 
all people “because love wins.” 

The individuals on this panel are 
inspirationally strong-willed to have 
triumphed over their, for most, grievous 
histories. SAGE continues to promote 
the sharing of personal stories as the 
connections made work to actively 
break down barriers for individuals who 
are looking to help promote equality, 
regardless of sexual orientation and 
gender.

Look for 
us in the 
Spring at 
OK day!

If you are 
interested in 

joining the staff 
next semester 

stop by our table 
and sign up! 

Stay connected 
with us at

thechanticleer.com



Editor’s Note: This article is 
part two of a series. 

The Atalaya Arts Festival is an annual 
event held at Huntington Beach State 
Park which attracts artists from across the 
country. This year’s event ran from Friday, 
Sept. 27 to Sunday, Sept. 29. These artists 
told their stories of inspiration, travel, and 
even the hardship of venturing into the 
career field of creativity.  

Kyle Keeler is a glassblower and 
resident of Asheville, North Carolina.  

Do you like to travel to shows, is that 
your preferred method of selling [art]?  

So, I do about 12 shows a year, um and 
then I have actually majority of my work 
in galleries all over the U.S. and uh online 
we do a lot of stuff on Etsy. So, I try to 
work in all the markets that I can. I’ve 
been trying to get more into Instagram . 
. . but that’s the only uncharted territory 

right now, and I think that could be a, 
from what I’ve been hearing, that’s been 
successful for a lot of people.   

What would you say is your favorite 
thing to create?  

My favorite thing to create would 
probably be uh, so I have a lot of different 
things. It keeps me from ever being bored. 
But my favorite thing to make would 
probably be the pendants, just because the 
variety of the designs you can do- I never 
get bored.   

Karen Edgar, an illustrator who also 
made handcrafted guitars spoke about 
her art.  

What was the inspiration behind 
Bathing Beauties (a charcoal rendering)? 
Because that one was my favorite.  

That was actually from a family snapshot 
of my husband’s family that we found in a 
box of old photos. And the woman in the 
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Artists share their stories at the  
Atalaya Arts Festival: Q&A
Sarah Bartholomew // Assistant Editor

middle is his grandmother. On the back, 
it was dated 1916. And um his mother, 
she was the youngest of eleven children, 
so at the time that picture was taken, 
she hadn’t been born yet. She [husband’s 
mother] looked identical to her [husband’s 
grandmother].  

What was the inspiration behind the 
guitars? Do you make those as well?  

I do, and I’m a musician, I’m not really 
a guitar player, I’m a fiddle player, but I 
was collecting instruments from all over 
the world and realized that you can kind 
of make an instrument out of anything. 
And then I did some research into cigar 
box guitars because I had drawn a picture 
of a young fellow playing a cigar box fiddle 
and I thought a guitar would be easier to 
make than a violin. They initially started 
out as cigar box bodies, but since then I’ve 
morphed into a lot of different types of 
things that I can use for the resonators.  

Have you ever made yourself a cigar 
box fiddle?  

No (laughing), no I’m a little 
intimidated, I haven’t tried it yet.   

Do you have any advice for someone 
who creates art but isn’t maybe ready for 
a show or is intimidated by this kind of 
performance aspect?  

I would just say to follow your heart and 
don’t try to second guess what you think 
other people are going to like. Just stay 
true to who you are and do what you like. 
Because then if nobody else likes it, you’ve 
done something that you love.  

Courtney Tomchik from Clemmons, 
North Carolina is a raku ceramic artist 
and was kind enough to share her 
creative process. 

What got you started in art?  

My family has an art background. My 
mom was a jewelry designer and sculptor, 
so I followed her around, and then ended 
up always doing something, but I have a 
ceramic degree from Appalachian State 
University, in Boone, North Carolina and 
that’s where the clay started. And then 
I started taking continuing education 
classes in clay to keep my abilities and 
learned the process of raku. Raku is 
a Japanese firing process that is done 
with gas, you bring your materials up to 
a temperature, I usually work between 
1,800 and 1,900 degrees, take the top 
off, pull the ceramic pieces into a metal 
container with newspaper, take off the 
oxygen away, and starve it of oxygen . . 
. and that’s  where I get all my beautiful 
colors and variation in metallics!  

 Do you have any advice for any artists 
who are intimidated by, or of coming to 
a show and presenting their own work 
because they haven’t received publicity 
before?  

So my advice would be to just jump in, 
but also talk to people. Come around to 
art shows, talk to people- most people are 
forthcoming in giving information out. I 
mean, all of us had to learn from the ground 
up and a lot of what I did- luckily I grew 

Kyle Keeler, resident of Asheville, North Carolina, stands beside his award winning glasswork. // Photo by Sarah Bartholomew Cont. on page 10
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up in a family where my mother did shows, 
but, when I started doing shows, I kind 
of had to start from scratch. So different 
shows for different mediums: you know, 
you can’t go and say “this show is great 
for me”, but if it’s a show for jewelry and 
not ceramics, that’s not apples to apples. 
So you have to like, try it and maybe start 
out small and go bigger and do your thing. 
But you do have to have stuff- you need 
to have professional photography, you 
need to be juried into shows depending on 
if those are the types of shows you want. 
You need to have a display, a tent, weights, 
I mean there’s a lot to it that the business 
end of it, no one even talks about. I wish 
art departments would actually do a class 
on selling your art.  

Absolutely, I completely agree. 

So, I think that when you get out in the 

public and you sell your work, you’re really 
putting yourself out there because it’s so 
emotional- it’s from your heart and soul. I 
think it can be very intimidating, but you 
got to be able to just go for it and know 
what you’re doing is good and it’s from 
your heart. People may not like it, but you 
just gotta motivate [yourself] through it.  

Continuing on through the crowds 
of vendors and visitors, I met John 
Parkinson, a custom furniture maker 
from Durham, North Carolina.  

Can you tell me about all of your 
travels as you created and studied art?  

Yeah, I originally served my 
woodworking apprenticeship in the UK 
from age 16 to 20 and um, I became what’s 
known as a journeyman woodworker from 
there, going from company to company, 
refining my skills, and probably about fifty 

years ago I decided to work for myself. By 
that time, I was living in Austin, Texas 
and my business plan was “I’m going to 
make furniture and people are going to 
buy it!”  

And it’s worked out very well, I should 
add (motioning to an award ribbon). You 
mentioned that going out on your own, 
kind of on a limb, can be inspiring, 
exciting, and frightening. Can you tell 
me about how you got over the hump of 
the fear?  

Yeah… I guess I’m still getting over it 
to some degree. But you just gotta push 
yourself, out of your comfort zone to do 
that. And it’s not easy. But by getting out 
and meeting people, just telling people at 
parties and gatherings what you do, it’s a 
good way to spread your name. Big thing 
is: always have business cards with you.  

For any aspiring artists, maybe 
intimidated by coming to a show or 
presenting their artwork, what would 
you say to them?  

Just do it. You can never start too soon. 
I wish I had gone out on my own 20, 30 
years ago. I was always hesitant . . . to 
leave a full-time paycheck, to go into the 
unknown, I completely get that. But, so 
what? If you fail and you have to go back, 
at least you tried. Just do it now and get 
your name out there.   

Lastly, but certainly not least, 
Chawn Murrah shared his inspiration 
and gave some advice to aspiring artists.  

How did you become an artist? What 

was your inspiration?  

My inspiration was, I’ve been drawing 
and painting since I was a kid at six years 
old, so it’s just in my blood. I love art! 
I’ve been working in the art business for 
over 20-something years. Twenty years 
primarily painting, I work with a wholesale 
art community where we sell originals to 
the trade, um major department stores  . . . 
I just started selling my own stuff.   

Can you tell me about your favorite 
pieces?  

This is my favorite piece right here 
(motioning to the piece which is included 
in his photograph), The Falconeer, because 
I call it, the series, Spirits. I take multiple 
layers and apply different paints- mediums. 
I start with acrylic, I bring them up with 
several layers, and in the end result, you 
see the figures and I bring them up, also.   

Do you have any advice for new 
artists or anyone who is intimidated by 
participating in a show like this?  

Yeah! Well, follow your dreams, take 
that step, and you never know, you never 
know- I always thought that, when I was a 
kid, I couldn’t be an artist and have this be 
my main source of income. And I had to 
learn from, you know, seeing other artists 
that people live off it.   

Thank you to all the artists who shared 
their work at the Atalaya Arts Festival, as 
well as those who shared their stories. For 
those who are interested in attending next 
year, more information can be found on 
the South Carolina State Parks website.  

Artists share their stories at the  
Atalaya Arts Festival: Q&A cont.

Sarah Bartholomew // Assistant Editor

Courtney Tomchik, an artist who specializes in raku ceramics, visits from Clemmons, North Carolina. 
// Photo by Sarah Bartholomew



1 1  C U L T U R E

Events scheduled to take place near CCU 
to get you in the holiday spirit
There are many events scheduled to take 

place in the Myrtle Beach and Conway 
areas this holiday season.  

Nov. 25: The Great Christmas 
Light Show 

This Christmas light show began on 
Nov. 25 but runs all the way through 
Dec. 30. However, it will be closed on 
Christmas Day. This light show is at 
the North Myrtle Beach Park & Sports 
Complex. It’s a 1.5-mile drive with over 
2 million lights on display. After the light 
show, you can park at Santa’s Village, grab 
a cup of hot chocolate and s’mores and go 
through the Chris-maze.  

Dec. 1: Complimentary Holiday 
Carriage Rides at The Market Common 

Every Sunday in December, there will 
be complimentary carriage rides at the 
Market Common from 3 to 6 p.m. 

Dec. 3: Annual Holiday 
Park Lighting 

This event will be right on Coastal 
Carolina’s campus in James P. Blanton 
Park from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. The theme 
this year is “The Nutcracker and the Four 
Realms.” As you go through the four 
realms, there will be treats, a s’mores pit 
and entertainment. 

Dec. 5: Conway Christmas  
Tree Lighting 

This event will be from 6-8 p.m. in 
Downtown Conway.  

Dec. 5: Night of a Thousand Candles 

This is an event that takes place at 

Brookgreen Gardens in Murrells Inlet 
throughout the month of December from 
3-10 p.m. Tickets are $25 and must be 
purchased before arrival.   

Dec. 6-8: 32nd Winter Arts 
& Crafts Show 

This event will be at the DoubleTree 
Resort in Myrtle Beach. Events will 
be from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sunday. 
Admission is free but there is a fee for 
parking. There will be more than 100 
vendors with different handmade crafts 
and homemade food. 

Dec. 7: A Very Broadway 
Christmas Parade 

This event will be at Broadway at the 
Beach and will begin at 11 a.m. 

Dec. 7: Rivertown Holiday Market  

This event will take place at the Conway 
Recreation Center from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Dec. 7: Christmas at the Farm 

This event will take place at the L.W. 
Paul Living History Farm from 9 a.m.to 
3 p.m. and is free to the public. The 
demonstrations will focus on household 
activities that occurred during the 
Christmas season in Horry County from 
1900-1955. There will be sweets and tree 
decorating.  

Dec. 12: Myrtle Beach Tree 
Lighting Ceremony  

This is a free event that will take place 
at the Myrtle Beach Convention Center’s 
courtyard from 5-7 p.m. 

Alyssa L. Brennan // Editor-in-Chief

Dec. 12: Rivertown 
Christmas Celebration 

This event takes place every Thursday 
night in December from 6-8 p.m. in 
Downtown Conway. All activities are 
free.  

Dec. 14: Conway Chamber 
Christmas Parade 

This event will begin at 10 a.m. in 
Downtown Conway. 

If you are interested in performances, 
the Carolina Opry, Alabama Theatre and 
Pirates Voyage will have special Christmas 
shows running through December.  

Have fun while attending these 
festivities this holiday season!

CCU started preparing for the holiday season early and 
put trees up in front of the Singleton building. // Photo by 
Alyssa L. Brennan

Editor’s Note: This article was 
in the November issue and has 
been corrected. The Chanticleer 
would like to apologize for the 

mistakes in the previous issue. The 
SGA President is Jasmine Jackson 

and she is in the Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated. 

The Student Government Association 
President Jasmine “Jazz” Jackson is 
making big changes here at Coastal 
Carolina University.  

Jackson is in her third and final year at 
CCU. She is a double major in political 
science and LIS Hispanic studies.   

Jackson first became involved with the 
SGA as a freshman. Her entering position 
was senator and she was soon promoted to 
vice president during her sophomore year. 
In the Fall of 2019, Jackson was elected 
as president. Her work in the SGA is 
especially credited to her work behind the 
scenes.   

“I saw over the years where we, as an 
organization, could go. I could bring that 
knowledge into that [president] role to 
push us forward,” said Jackson.   

As president, Jackson is the most 
reputable spokesperson for the student 
body. She encourages everyone to get 
involved and speak on topics and desired 
changes for CCU. Professor Renee Smith, 
former mentor of Jackson, believes Jackson 
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SGA President Jasmine “Jazz” Jackson 
has big plans for the future
Shelbi Ankiewicz // Reporter

Editor’s Note: This article was 
in the November issue and has 
been corrected. The Chanticleer 
would like to apologize for the 

mistakes in the previous issue. The 
SGA President is Jasmine Jackson 

and she is in the Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated. 

The Student Government Association 
President Jasmine “Jazz” Jackson is 
making big changes here at Coastal 
Carolina University.  

Jackson is in her third and final year at 
CCU. She is a double major in political 
science and LIS Hispanic studies.   

Jackson first became involved with the 
SGA as a freshman. Her entering position 
was senator and she was soon promoted to 
vice president during her sophomore year. 
In the Fall of 2019, Jackson was elected 
as president. Her work in the SGA is 
especially credited to her work behind the 
scenes.   

“I saw over the years where we, as an 
organization, could go. I could bring that 
knowledge into that [president] role to 
push us forward,” said Jackson.   

As president, Jackson is the most 
reputable spokesperson for the student 
body. She encourages everyone to get 
involved and speak on topics and desired 
changes for CCU. Professor Renee Smith, 
former mentor of Jackson, believes Jackson 

is flourishing in her role.   

“She’s taking advantage of the whole 
Coastal experience. She listens to others’ 
needs and wants to be a voice for them,” 
said Smith.   

Khyle Mingo is the current vice 
president for SGA. He met and worked 
with Jackson through the organization 
last year. Mingo plans to run for president 
next year and feels it would be a privilege 
to take the position after Jackson.  

“She’s making a[n] impact on campus. 

She’s doing a good job separating her 
emotions with what has to be done,” said 
Mingo.

Jackson believes SGA is heading in a 
good direction. The organization hosted 
their first ever SGA retreat in October. 
Schools from all over brought their 
student governments and discussed their 
organizational and leadership methods.

Jackson’s goal for our SGA is for 
students to attend at least one meeting 
within their four years at CCU. The more 

involved students are, the more change 
can be brought about. Another way 
students can get involved is by responding 
to surveys sent through Coastal emails for 
feedback on various service.   

Although the student president 
is heavily active with SGA, she also 
enjoys working out, writing poetry, and 
participating as a member of the Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated.  

After graduation, Jackson plans on 
joining the United States military. She 
plans on a commitment to the reserves, so 
she can serve and attend law school at the 
same time. Surely, her participation as a 
leader and fellow student through SGA 
will help her tremendously with her future 
endeavors.

Subscribe to our 
website for updates 

when stories 
are posted:

thechanticleernews.com
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The Beatles’ ‘Abbey Road’ remains 
popular 50 years after release
Tyler Berkheier // Reporter
“Abbey Road” was the Beatles’ 11th 

(and last) studio album and remains one 
of the most culturally iconic albums in 
music history.    

“Abbey Road” was released 50 years 
ago as of Sept. 27 and remains one of the 
most captivating albums in terms of style 
and lyrics. Emily Blake of the Rolling 
Stone magazine reported that on “Abbey 
Road’”s 50th anniversary, 81,300 units 
were sold. The album stands at 14th on 
Rolling Stone’s top 500 albums list. It 
was the last album the Beatles released, 
before the legendary band consisting of 
Paul McCartney, John Lennon, George 
Harrison and Ringo Starr would pursue 
solo careers and join new bands.   

“Let It Be” is considered by some to 
be the last Beatles album, but Lennon 
leaving during album production made 
“Abbey Road” the last album with all four 
members present.

Despite increasing tensions within the 
band, the album’s production exceeded 
their previous music releases; “Abbey 
Road” became the Beatles’ ultimate send-
off, according to Joe Lynch of Billboard.  

Further drama ensued upon the 
arrival of starkly negative reviews. In 
his article “The Beatles: For 15 Minutes, 
Tremendous” for The New York Times 
in 1969, Nik Cohn claimed the album 
was an “unmitigated disaster.” Fifty years 
later, critics are in favor of the album, 
“Abbey Road,” which reached No. 1 on 
the U.K. charts for the first time since its 

initial release in 1969. 

“It’s hard to believe that Abbey Road 
still holds up after all these years, but 
then again it’s a bloody cool album,” 
Paul McCartney tweeted after the album 
reached No. 1 on the chart. 

The album starts off with “Come 
Together,” a classic and heavier sounding 
rock anthem that became a protest 
staple with the counterculture of the late 
‘60s. The bass-line of “Come Together” 
gives the song its heavy groove which 
complements Harrison’s and Lennon’s 
iconic guitar riffs. The lyrics refer to songs 
from previous Beatles albums and includes 
a namedrop of famed Bluesman Muddy 
Waters.  

The song originated as a campaign 
song for Timothy Leary, former Harvard 

professor and prominent counterculture 
figure. At the time, Leary was on the 
campaign trail for becoming governor 
of California, competing against Ronald 
Reagan. Leary’s campaign abruptly ended 
upon his arrest for possession of marijuana.   

The second track, “Something,” along 
with track seven, “Here Comes the 
Sun,” were written by George Harrison 
and are considered to be his best work 
for the Beatles. Frank Sinatra hailed 
“Something” as one of the greatest love 
songs ever written. “Here Comes the Sun” 
was written by Harrison after dealing with 
and skipping stressful band meetings.  

During a skipped meeting in the 
springtime, Harrison was wandering 
around Eric Clapton’s garden and began 
to write the song after asking Clapton to 

fetch him a guitar. The song was written 
after what Harrison called “a very difficult 
winter, both weather wise and personally.” 
This is evident in the “Long cold lonely 
winter” lyrics in the song.   

The Beatles were well known for their 
psychedelic lyrics and sounds from their 
previous albums, and “Abbey Road” is no 
different. “Maxwell’s Silver Hammer” and 
“Octopus’s Garden” introduce the album’s 
first psychedelic tracks. The backside of 
the album contains more of the same with 
“Sun King,” “Mean Mr. Mustard,” and 
“She Came in Through the Bathroom 
Window.”

“Abbey Road” is widely considered to 
be one of the most influential albums of 
all time. It remains a timeless classic and 
is continuously revered by music listeners 
everywhere.

‘Abbey Road’ is still topping charts after 50 years. 

POP 101, the Department 
of Music’s contemporary 

music ensemble, will page 
homage to the Beatles in 

their annual performance 
in the spring, titled “The 

Beatles Reimagined.” The 
public performance will 
be held April 16 at 7:30 

p.m. in the Wheelwright 
Auditorium.

The National Society of Black Engineers 
(NSBE) is a new organization on CCU’s 
campus. This organizations grants students 
the opportunity to grow and learn more 
about engineering.  

Bernard “Bernie” Williams, president of 
NSBE, is a senior computer science major 
who had a lot to say about the organization.  

“I enjoy being a part of NSBE because 
it offers minorities the opportunity to 
grow in the STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, arts, mathematics) field, 
network with other like-minded peers and 
make connections for future aspirations,” 
he said. 

The mission of the National Society 
of Black Engineers is “to increase the 
number of culturally responsible black 
engineers who excel academically, succeed 
professionally and positively impact the 
community.” 

NSBE will be having a “Thanksgiving 
Gathering” on Nov. 20 from 7:30-9 p.m. 
in the LJSU rotunda. The raffle winner 
for AirPods will be announced during 
the event, and there will be food, music 
and social time. Upon entry, NSBE is 
requesting everyone bring a donation 
toward Toys for Tots.    

Kevon Young-Reaves, vice president of 
NSBE, a senior information technology 
major, said he sees NSBE as one of the top 
three organizations on campus. 
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fetch him a guitar. The song was written 
after what Harrison called “a very difficult 
winter, both weather wise and personally.” 
This is evident in the “Long cold lonely 
winter” lyrics in the song.   

The Beatles were well known for their 
psychedelic lyrics and sounds from their 
previous albums, and “Abbey Road” is no 
different. “Maxwell’s Silver Hammer” and 
“Octopus’s Garden” introduce the album’s 
first psychedelic tracks. The backside of 
the album contains more of the same with 
“Sun King,” “Mean Mr. Mustard,” and 
“She Came in Through the Bathroom 
Window.”

“Abbey Road” is widely considered to 
be one of the most influential albums of 
all time. It remains a timeless classic and 
is continuously revered by music listeners 
everywhere.
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The National Society of Black Engineers 
(NSBE) is a new organization on CCU’s 
campus. This organizations grants students 
the opportunity to grow and learn more 
about engineering.  

Bernard “Bernie” Williams, president of 
NSBE, is a senior computer science major 
who had a lot to say about the organization.  

“I enjoy being a part of NSBE because 
it offers minorities the opportunity to 
grow in the STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, arts, mathematics) field, 
network with other like-minded peers and 
make connections for future aspirations,” 
he said. 

The mission of the National Society 
of Black Engineers is “to increase the 
number of culturally responsible black 
engineers who excel academically, succeed 
professionally and positively impact the 
community.” 

NSBE will be having a “Thanksgiving 
Gathering” on Nov. 20 from 7:30-9 p.m. 
in the LJSU rotunda. The raffle winner 
for AirPods will be announced during 
the event, and there will be food, music 
and social time. Upon entry, NSBE is 
requesting everyone bring a donation 
toward Toys for Tots.    

Kevon Young-Reaves, vice president of 
NSBE, a senior information technology 
major, said he sees NSBE as one of the top 
three organizations on campus. 

“Why? Because I’ve seen and experienced 
first-hand the affect this organization has 
on a person’s academic and professional skill 
level,” he said. “NSBE creates leaders and 
with these leaders I see NSBE expanding 
across the campus and the community.”  

Next semester, NSBE will be traveling 
to the 46th convention in San Antonio, 
Texas. The convention gives students 
the opportunity to network with major 
corporations around the world like 
academic institutions, government 
agencies, corporations and nonprofit 
organizations for this amazing event.  

New campus organization offers 
minorities the opportunity to learn
more about engineering
Rae’L Jackson // Reporter & Photographer

NSBE meets every other Sunday in 
LJSU Room A-213. Membership fees are 
$10; if you’re interested in joining contact 
Williams or Young-Reaves via email.   

“If you want to become a member of 
the most dynamic group of students, 
professionals, advisers, and friends who are 
working toward eliminating disparities in 
education and achievement in engineering, 
JOIN NSBE. Becoming a member is the 
easiest way to join our efforts in fulfilling 
the mission. Regardless of where you might 
fit on the engineering life cycle, NSBE has 
a place for you,” said Young-Reaves.

Vice President Kevon Young-Reaves is proud to be a part 
of what he believes to be one of the top best organizations 
available on campus. // Photo courtesy of Kevon Young-Reaves.

President Bernard Williams enjoys being able to make an 
impact in the STEAM field. // Photo courtesy of Bernard 
Williams.
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Elton John gave outstanding 
performance during his final tour
Rocket Man himself, Elton John, is on 

his last ever tour titled “Farewell Yellow 
Brick Road.” 

John is a 71-year-old English singer 
songwriter. He started his career in 1969 
when he released his first album “Empty 
Sky.” He has continued performing for 
over 50 years. In January of 2018, John 
announced he was going into retirement 
in order to spend more time with his 
family. 

“I don’t want to be traveling away from 
my children… I’d rather be with my 
children than still be playing shows,” said 
John to ABC News.  

I was very young when I first listened to 
John’s music. I can recall when his song, 
“Crocodile Rock” played on the radio 
and I instantly started singing along.  My 
love for his music has only grown as I’ve 

Shelbi R. Ankiewicz // Reporter

gotten older and have delved further into 
his compositions. His songs range from 
sweet and soothing melodies to upbeat 
dance songs.  

Last year, my dad and I heard about 
John’s upcoming and final tour. We were 
ecstatic and bought our tickets in March 
of 2018 for the concert on Nov. 6, 2019. 
The concert was held at the Spectrum 
Center in Charlotte, North Carolina. 
My dad and I arrived at 6:30 p.m. to beat 
the crowd before the concert started at 8 
p.m. We quickly got in line and rushed 
to find our seats in the uppermost section 
of the stadium. The view was incredible, 
and every seat was filled. John’s concert 
in Charlotte, like many other cities, had 
sold out! 

As soon as the lights dimmed, John 
broke out in song playing “Bennie and 
the Jets.” The crowd went wild as if a 
musical had just begun. John was dressed 
in a floral tuxedo with big, knobby 
glasses. Even after all these years, his 
fashion sense has remained unchanged. 
The crowd reflected John’s sense of style; 
children and elders alike wore sparkly 
clothing and unique glasses. 

“Performing live fuels me and I’m 
ecstatic and humbled to continue to play 
to audiences across the globe,” said John 
on his website. “I plan to bring the passion 
and creativity that has entertained my 
fans for decades to my final tour.” 

John ended the show with one final 
encore, playing his hits “Your Song” and 

Elton John’s fans were lined up to purchase merch at John’s concert. // Photo by Shelbi R. Ankiewicz

“Goodbye Yellow Brick Road.” I couldn’t 
keep from tearing up knowing that was 
the last time I would watch John perform.  

The tour began September 2018 in 
Pennsylvania and it is projected to 
conclude in the U.S. sometime in 2021. 
By the end, John will have performed at 
least 300 concerts in less than two years.  

A quote from Digital Journal, as listed 
on John’s website, reads: “Whoever 
has yet to see him perform live is truly 
missing out. A concert ticket to Elton 
John’s farewell tour should be on every 
music fan’s bucket list.” 

Elton John gave an amazing performance that left many 
fans emotional knowing it was one of his last.// Photo by 
Shelbi R. Ankiewicz

Elton John will perform at least 300 concerts during his 
final tour.  // Photo by Shelbi R. Ankiewicz

In the middle of October, Coastal 
Carolina University hosted several 
presidential search listening sessions 
where Martin Baker from the Buffkin/
Baker Search Firm listened to the CCU 
community list the qualities they want 
to see in President David DeCenzo’s 
replacement.  

All sessions were open to faculty, staff, 
students and the community. However, 
student attendance was extremely low. 
Many students don’t know much about 
the president and what his role is. 

Freshman computer science major 
Brandon Pardue was unaware of the 
listening sessions. 

“If I had known about them, I would’ve 
tried to find the time to go to one. I do see 
the importance of the role of the president. 
I know who he is, but I think I would care 
more if I knew more about he who is and 
what he really does,” Pardue said. 

Vice President for Executive Initiatives/
Chief of Staff Travis Overton attended all 
of the listening sessions and was concerned 
about the lack of student attendance 
which inspired him to schedule times to 
meet with student clubs and organizations 
to talk about the importance of the 
president’s role and the ongoing search. 

“Unfortunately, we did not have a large 
amount of students’ participation in the 
listening sessions, however, I did take the 
time to visit various student organizations 
and, in visiting those organizations, one 
thing that I heard very clearly is students 
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Role of CCU president has bigger impact 
than majority students seem to realize
Alyssa L. Brennan // Editor-in-Chief
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“If I had known about them, I would’ve 
tried to find the time to go to one. I do see 
the importance of the role of the president. 
I know who he is, but I think I would care 
more if I knew more about he who is and 
what he really does,” Pardue said. 

Vice President for Executive Initiatives/
Chief of Staff Travis Overton attended all 
of the listening sessions and was concerned 
about the lack of student attendance 
which inspired him to schedule times to 
meet with student clubs and organizations 
to talk about the importance of the 
president’s role and the ongoing search. 

“Unfortunately, we did not have a large 
amount of students’ participation in the 
listening sessions, however, I did take the 
time to visit various student organizations 
and, in visiting those organizations, one 
thing that I heard very clearly is students 

want a president who is open, assessible 
and visible among students. They [want 
to] know who the president is and have 
the ability to interact with the president,” 
Overton said. 

He went on to provide a detailed 
explanation of the role of the president 
and how it impacts the campus. 

“I think the most critical thing for 
students to understand is that the 
president, being the agency head for an 
institution, sets the direction, vision, 
the strategic planning, all of that is 
set by the president. Therefore, when 
students are thinking about what their 
environment is on campus, the president 
plays, not the only role in setting that, 
but plays a humongous role in setting 
that environment and setting the tone for 
the campus,” Overton said. “Particularly, 
for our current environment, President 
DeCenzo has been very clear in saying 
that he wants to make sure that Coastal 
maintains a family-like atmosphere. As 
that being his expectation, he works to 
ensure that everyone at the university 
works to adhere to that and I think that’s 
an example of how a president actually 
works to set the tone for an institution.” 

Overton came up with an exercise that 
he shared with the student organizations 
he spoke with that he believes is helpful 
in understanding the impact that the 
president has in setting the tone on 
campus. 

“The first thing I would say is for students 

to be able to take a pause and assess the 
environment you’re in at Coastal and ask, 
‘which of those parts of that environment 
do you believe that the president has not 
influenced?’ Overton said. “I think that 
once a student does that exercise, I think 
the student will realize that in all reality 
the president influences a large amount 
of what I experience. So, I think it’s 
important for that self-reflection exercise 
for students to engage in which allows 
them to be able to better understand how 
the role of the president impacts so many 
facets of the student experience, both on 
the academic side, but also on the student 
development and student affairs side from 
the overall student experience. I think 
there’s a lot that a student is able to learn 

when they think of that broad impact of 
the president of the institution.” 

The president is a critical part in 
creating the campus environment, and 
it’s important the next president has the 
qualities our campus needs to continuing 
thriving. DeCenzo has valued innovation, 
community and has created an amazing 
atmosphere at CCU.  

Students hope to see greater visibility, 
accessibility and more interaction so 
they can be more aware of the role of the 
president, who the president is and feel a 
more personal connection.
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President DeCenzo with students at football game. // Photo courtesy of CCU Photography
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‘Joker’ on track to become highest-
grossing R-rated film admist media 
backlash on violence, mental illness
Tyler Berkheimer // Reporter

Another film based upon DC Comics 
has been released.  

“Joker” has captivated audiences and 
riled up the media. The success of the film 
can be largely credited towards Joaquin 
Phoenix who delivers one of the best 
performances of the Joker character. 

“Joker” raked in $96.2 million 
domestically over the opening weekend 
and currently has amassed $745.1 million 
worldwide. The film received massive 
backlash from critics of the film claiming 
that violence was glorified and mental 
illness was portrayed inappropriately.  

CNN circulated writer Kathleen 
Newman-Bremang's criticism of the film, 
as her take was particularly aggressive. 
Newman-Bremang claimed that the 
portrayal of the Joker was used to elicit 
sympathy for a criminal. 

Movie critics, members of the media, 
and concerned citizens flocked to social 
media afraid that someone would commit 
an act of violence at one of the screenings 
of “Joker.” These individuals cited the 
2012 shooting in Aurora, Colorado at the 
premier of “The Dark Knight Rises”.  

The Century 16 theater, where the 
Aurora shooting occurred, refused to show 
“Joker.” A spokesperson for the theater 
stated that the refusal was a response to 
the concerns of a copycat shooter.  

Phoenix, the actor of the most recent 
Joker adaptation, was encouraged by 

viewers having such a strong reaction to 
the film, adding that “it means we did 
something right.” Phoenix acknowledged 
critics’ concerns and responded by saying 
the intention of the film is not to glorify 
violence or psychopaths, but to raise 
awareness of issues related to mental 
health. 

The director of “Joker,” Todd Phillips, 
called out the “woke culture” and 
members of the far left who criticized the 
film. Phillips believes they misunderstood 
the values of the movie and are outraged 
for the sake of being outraged.   

Stephanie Zacharek, author of Time 
magazine’s “The Problem With Joker 
Isn't Its Brutal Violence. It's the Muddled 
Message It Sends About Our Times” 
said, “The movie lionized and glamorizes 
[main character] Arthur even as it shakes 
its head, faux-sorrowfully, over his violent 
behavior.”  

After two full viewings of the movie, 
I do not believe the intention of the film 
was to glorify violence, but rather bring 
attention to the reasons people commit 
heinous acts in the first place.  

Many of the negative criticisms come 
from a place of valid concern, but they are 
misguided, misinformed, and simply fear 
mongering. The film didn’t portray mental 
illness in a bad light. Some scenes were 
shocking and twisted, but the film was 
intended to show how some people treat 

those with mental illnesses. 

In one scene while meeting with his 
psychiatrist, Arthur’s notebook is shown 
with the phrase “the worst part about 
having a mental illness is people expect 
you to act as if you don’t.” This phrase 
summarizes one theme of the movie. 
Although Arthur attempts to explain 
his condition to others, he is repeatedly 
beaten, harassed and otherwise mistreated 
because of his mental illness. 

The film shows how people, intentionally 
or not, can mistreat people with mental 
illnesses, as well as the resulting serious 
and ongoing effects that can arise. Many 
individuals do not feel comfortable 
discussing this issue, which leads to a 
broad lacking of education on the matter. 
If there was a greater awareness of the 
realities of mental illness, there could be 
less stigma and more understanding.

‘Joker’ creates controversy with the amount of violence in the film and portraying mental health issues in what some believe 
to be a negative way. 



As the semester comes to a 
close, we’re all preparing for finals, 
stressed, excited, and ready for a 
long winter break. It has been a 
great semester filled with ups and 
downs, new experiences and great 
opportunities.  

It has been stressful trying to 
balance work, school, a social life 
and making time for myself. Many 
of us try to push ourselves too much 
and go beyond our limits which can 
be draining. It’s important to have a 
balance in your life for your mental 
health. Keeping that balance in 
check can be extremely difficult 
when trying to earn your degree and 
pay bills on top of whatever else life 
may be throwing at you. However, 
it’s hard to do the things that need 
to be done when you’re not in a 
good place mentally. Remember 
that CCU provides mental health 
services if you need them! 

CCU has provided me with 
so many amazing learning 
opportunities both academically 
and developmentally. My courses 
and internship showed me that 
my major wasn’t for me, but it 
wasn’t a waste. I was able to be 
challenged in a new way. Usually, 
I’m uncomfortable with change and 
hate having to alter my plans. But 
this time it was different, I knew that 
changing my major was something 
I needed to do, or I would regret 

it, even though I was so close to 
the end. In the end, I learned that 
change is not only okay, but it can 
be a good thing. That was the lesson 
I needed, and it was the one I got. 
Even though I no longer want to be 
an early childhood educator, many 
of the lessons I learned from this 
semester will be something that 
will apply no matter what career 
path I may choose.  

Being a part of The Chanticleer 
has been the highlight of my CCU 
experience and played a big part 
in helping me realize that I really 
wanted to change my major to 
English. To anyone who hasn’t yet 
found a club or organization that 
interests them, keep looking! There 
are tons of different ways to be 
involved. Joining an organization is 
a great way to pursue your passions 
and meet some amazing people. 

The Chanticleer staff has worked 
hard this semester to provide 
you the latest updates on what’s 
happening on and around campus. 
The Chanticleer is on this campus 
to give students a voice, so if you 
want to read about it, we want to 
write about it. If you don’t see what 
you’re looking for on our website, 
send us your suggestion! 

Good luck on those finals and 
enjoy your much-deserved break, 
Chants!  

Editor’s Note: 
Alyssa Brennan // Editor-in-Chief
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