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Caroline Elswick  // Reporter

Local task force takes on trafficking as  
cases in the state and nation increase

Editor’s Note: This article 
was a class assignment  
that has been adapted  

for the paper. 
The Human Trafficking Hotline 

reported almost 200 cases of human 
trafficking in South Carolina in 2018 alone. 
This total does not include the number of 
cases which were not reported to the police, 
which is estimated to far outnumber those 
that have been documented. 

Eighty percent of trafficking victims 
are women and 26 percent are minors, 
according to data collected by Polaris, 
a company which monitors human 
trafficking and supports the Human 
Trafficking Hotline. The South Carolina 
Attorney General’s Office reports Horry 
County having the second highest 
percentage of human trafficking cases 
reported per county at 23 percent.  

The Trafficking Victims Protection Act 
(TVPA) of 2000 was the first federal law to 
define and specifically address the issue of 
human trafficking and victim protection. 

“Under federal law, the TVPA includes 
sex trafficking under the category of 
‘Severe Forms of Trafficking in Persons,’ 
and it defines sex trafficking to occur 
when ‘a commercial sex act is induced by 
force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the 
person induced to perform such act has 
not attained 18 years of age,” the South 
Carolina Attorney General’s Office said. 

Human trafficking takes many forms, 
including labor trafficking. This specific 
form is a massive problem in Africa and 
Asia, and it is seeping into America.  

According to the World Economic 
Forum, there are 40 million trafficked 
people today, 10 times more than there 
were in America in 1860.  

In a 2014 high-profile case in the 
area, Conway restaurant owner of J&J 
Cafeteria, Bobby Paul Edwards, was 
sentenced in November 2019 to 10 years in 
prison and $270,000 in fines after holding 
an intellectually disabled black man as a 
slave for five years. 

Edwards forced the man to work over 
100 hours a week while physically beating 
and abusing him in addition to using 
racial slurs, intimidating, and forcing him 
into unpaid work. 

This is far from the only recent case of 
human trafficking in Horry County.  

On Jan. 6, 2019, Horry County Police 
Department arrested seven women accused 
of prostitution in Myrtle Beach Massage 
Parlors. The women were between 43 and 
61 years old. It is suspected that these 
women are trafficking victims, having been 
smuggled into the U.S. and forced into 
prostitution to pay back debts to traffickers. 

HCPD has been criticized for 
prosecuting prostitutes without due 
investigation into the workers’ willingness 
to participate. Additionally, the 
department has been accused of failing to 
provide translators at crucial times, such 
as in the case of trafficking victims who 
are often from out of country. 

South Carolina has an anti-trafficking 
task force led by the Attorney General’s 
office, and there are several branches 
throughout the state. Kathryn Moorehead 
is the Coordinator of the South Carolina 
Human Trafficking Task Force. 

“The South Carolina Human Trafficking 
Task Force employs a multi-disciplinary 
and regional approach in combatting 
the crime in our state. We collaborate 
with national, state, and local partners 
to promote awareness, support law 
enforcement, and ensure the development 
of quality direct services for those who 
have been victimized,” said Moorehead. 
“In 2020, we hope to increase our formal 
partnerships, offer sector specific trainings, 
and generate more awareness through 
presentations, downloadable materials 
on our website, and special initiatives to 
ensure coordinated collaboration.” 

In July 2018, concerned locals decided 
to act in conjunction with the HC Sheriff’s 
Department to relaunch their Coastal 
Human Trafficking Task Force, which 
encompasses Horry and Georgetown 
counties. The group was headed by Lt. 
Sherri Smith of the HC Sheriff’s Office 
and local activist Patty Jackson.  

The group held their first two meetings 
that summer and created a heading 
committee. Their first big event was a 
rally on National Human Trafficking 
Awareness Day, Jan. 11, in which the 
Myrtle Beach Skywheel was illuminated 
with blue light, the color of human 
trafficking awareness.  

The group recently held two events on 
Nov. 9, one in Pawleys Island and one at 
Broadway at the Beach in Myrtle Beach.  

Lt. Sherri Smith is the co-leader of 
the Task Force and works for the Horry 
County Sheriff’s department. She oversaw 
the Myrtle Beach event.  

“What we are doing here today is a 
poster campaign,” said Smith. “That is, 
every motel and hotel is mandated by state 
law to have a human trafficking poster in 
their establishment, so we have a bunch of 
volunteers who are out here today to help 
us take these posters to these hotels and 
give them a copy of the law so that they 
have those posters displayed. The idea is 
just to make sure that we bring awareness 
of this horrible crime to [the] forefront 
and make sure that citizens know about it, 
how to identify it, and if they do identify 

Police have arrested possible victims of sex trafficking. // Photo courtesy of CCU Photography. Cont. on Page 02
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Local task force takes on trafficking as 
cases in the state and nation increase cont.
Caroline Elswick // Reporter

Lt. Sherri Smith is the co-leader of 
the Task Force and works for the Horry 
County Sheriff’s department. She oversaw 
the Myrtle Beach event.  

“What we are doing here today is a 
poster campaign,” said Smith. “That is, 
every motel and hotel is mandated by state 
law to have a human trafficking poster in 
their establishment, so we have a bunch of 
volunteers who are out here today to help 
us take these posters to these hotels and 
give them a copy of the law so that they 
have those posters displayed. The idea is 
just to make sure that we bring awareness 
of this horrible crime to [the] forefront 
and make sure that citizens know about it, 
how to identify it, and if they do identify 

it, that they call someone, and they say 
something. We have an 800 number they 
can call, or they can call their local law 
enforcement agency.” 

According to the NO Project, 
abduction is not the most common means 
of recruitment. More often, victims are 
manipulated into trafficking by a romantic 
partner, threats to family members, or a 
perceived debt to pay off. New immigrants 
are most at risk for trafficking. 

Coastal Carolina University does not 
seem to have a reported human trafficking 
issue according to CLERY. If a student 
were to witness or hear about trafficking 
in the area, they have many avenues for 

assistance, including the Victim’s Hotline. 
The hotline is operated by Polaris, which 
details its plan of action in a recent press 
release: Polaris’ plan is to “enlist . . . law 
enforcement and other public and private-
sector partners, moving those strategies 
into the real world to support survivors, 
prevent and disrupt human trafficking at 
scale.” 

Students who feel they may have 
been approached by traffickers or have 
seen anything suspicious should submit 
a report, and those who have been 
victimized are encouraged to call the 
police. Beverly Wilhelm is the Victim 
Advocate at the CCU Police Department 
as well as co-leader of the Coastal Task 

Force’s youth advocacy.  

 “The goal of the regional task force is 
to build a broad coalition of volunteers 
from different disciplines; these volunteers 
are charged with engaging and educating 
community members in Horry and 
Georgetown Counties about Human 
Trafficking, a growing criminal industry,” 
Wilhelm said. “Students and faculty alike 
are encouraged to get involved to learn 
more visit www.humantrafficking.scag.gov 
or reach out to me at Public Safety [at] 843-
349-2178 [or] bwilhelm@coastal.edu.” 

Any students who find themselves in 
a threatening situation or see something 
suspicious should contact the CCU Police 
Department or Wilhelm.

Cont. on Page 02
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There has been a decline in enrollment 
for universities and colleges across the 
nation and Coastal Carolina University is 
no exception. CCU is experiencing its first 
ever enrollment decline since becoming an 
independent university in 1993. 

According to an article from Inside 
Higher Ed, “college enrollment in the U.S. 
has decreased for the eighth consecutive 
year.” 

Associate Provost for Strategy and 
Development Holley Tankersley, Ph.D., 
had some statistics on CCU’s enrollment 
and some insight into what is being done 
to try to improve those numbers for the 
following years. Tankersley said that 
usually CCU wants to bring in 2,200 
freshmen and have total enrollment of 
10,000 students. This year CCU is at 9,760 
total undergraduates, which is a decline 

from previous years. Last year, CCU was 
at 9,917 total undergraduates. 

“We are now in an environment 
in higher education where declining 
enrollment at the undergraduate level is 
more the norm across the country than 
the exception,” Tankersley said. “One 
thing that is important to know is that 
because there is a demographic decline, 
that just means 18 years ago birth rates 
were lower, so we have fewer individuals 
in the population that are reaching college 
age.” 

CCU, however, has developed a new 
strategy for recruitment, now that things 
are changing across the nation. 

“In a lot of the places where we have the 
largest demographic declines are places 
where we recruit a lot of our students, such 
as the northeast and Atlantic seaboard. 
So, part of our strategy is to change our 
recruitment. We’ll still certainly accept 
and encourage applications from people of 
that area of the country, but also expand, 
including doing a lot more outreach here 
in South Carolina,” she said.  

“We’re really thinking about ‘what 
are areas of the state where colleges and 
universities really haven’t done much 
outreach for students?’ and thinking about 
rural areas and areas that don’t have higher 
education locally like we do here in Horry 
County. We [also] think we can do a lot 
more outreach here [in Horry County] 
and in our neighboring counties.” 

CCU also plans to focus more on 

CCU experiences its first enrollment  
decline in its independent history
Alyssa L. Brennan // Editor-in-Chief

bringing in transfer students from two-
year colleges across the state or those 
who feel they chose the wrong college 
and need to switch. Another plan in the 
works is raising additional scholarship 
funds, so those who are interested but 
need the financial help are able to have 
CCU as an option. An article from The 
Chronicle of Higher Education, discusses 
the importance of making college more 
accessible for low-income students. 

“Tiffany Beth Mfume, assistant vice 
president for student success and retention 
at Morgan State University, argues that 
colleges have to get serious about better 
serving low-income students, because they 
can’t afford not to. Shifting demographics 
mean that increasing numbers of 
potential students in the United States 
will be low-income, first-generation, or 

underrepresented minorities – or all three. 
If colleges can’t educate these students, 
they won’t be able to keep the lights on,” 
Karin Fischer said in The Chronicle of 
Higher Education.

The university has been impacted 
financially by the decline which means 
students may be impacted financially.  

“Tuition prices are set by the Board of 
Trustees and they have indicated that they 
do not want to increase tuition, certainly 
not by a lot. In fact, the state government 
prohibits us from raising tuition over a 
certain percentage. They did [increase 
tuition prices] last year. I anticipate that 
when they pass this years’ budget, they 
will do the same thing. Certainly, the 
preference is to not to pass those costs 

A group of students walk through Prince Lawn as they head to class. // Photo by Ashley Saylor

onto the students. Because enrollment is 
down, that means we are receiving less 
tuition money and that means there is a 
budget shortfall,” Tankersley said.  

A budget shortfall lead to cuts that 
should be relatively unseen. 

“The university is in fine financial health 
overall, we have reserves. We are just 
trying to be cautious as this enrollment 
trend and these demographic declines are 
going to be with us for 10 years, at least. 
We are just trying to make sure we are 
prepared moving forward,” Tankersley 
said. 

According to an article from The 
Hechinger Report, “some colleges won’t 
make it. Moody’s Investors Service is 

Students wait for their classes to begin in Science II.  
// Photo by Ashley Saylor

Especially as a college student, coping 
with mental health can be difficult. There 
are many resources available to those who 
wish to seek help for themselves or friends. 

Chris Donevant-Haines serves as the 
assistant director of the LiveWell Office 
and is the advisor for the SHORE Peer 
Educators. Donevant-Haines has been 
a part of Coastal Carolina University for 
15 years; she began in CCU’s counseling 
services and has been in various roles 
that dealt with health and wellness. 
While working as a paralegal during her 

Cont. on Page 04
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CCU experiences its first enrollment  
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CCU experiences its first enrollment  
decline in its independent history cont.
Alyssa L. Brennan // Editor-in-Chief

A group of students walk through Prince Lawn as they head to class. // Photo by Ashley Saylor

onto the students. Because enrollment is 
down, that means we are receiving less 
tuition money and that means there is a 
budget shortfall,” Tankersley said.  

A budget shortfall lead to cuts that 
should be relatively unseen. 

“The university is in fine financial health 
overall, we have reserves. We are just 
trying to be cautious as this enrollment 
trend and these demographic declines are 
going to be with us for 10 years, at least. 
We are just trying to make sure we are 
prepared moving forward,” Tankersley 
said. 

According to an article from The 
Hechinger Report, “some colleges won’t 
make it. Moody’s Investors Service is 

predicting an uptick in closures of private 
colleges. Public colleges may have trouble 
convincing state legislatures to fund them 
amid declining enrollments.” However, 
there doesn’t seem to be a need for students 
to be worried about CCU’s future. 

“I don’t think students should be 
concerned about the future of CCU. 
We’re still in a strong position, and South 
Carolina will be having a population 
increase. I think students should actually 
see some potential in this because it means 
that the university probably will change 
a little bit in a positive way,” Tankersley 
said. “We are going to be trying to bring 
in more students from different areas of 
the country. I think it also means that 

Tour guides show possible future students around campus. // Photo by Ashley Saylor

Ways to take care of your mental health
Especially as a college student, coping 

with mental health can be difficult. There 
are many resources available to those who 
wish to seek help for themselves or friends. 

Chris Donevant-Haines serves as the 
assistant director of the LiveWell Office 
and is the advisor for the SHORE Peer 
Educators. Donevant-Haines has been 
a part of Coastal Carolina University for 
15 years; she began in CCU’s counseling 
services and has been in various roles 
that dealt with health and wellness. 
While working as a paralegal during her 

undergraduate years, Donevant-Haines 
found that people were having difficulty 
with health issues causing them to file for 
bankruptcy. This inspired her studies of 
psychology which lead to her first job as a 
victim advocate for victims and survivors 
of domestic and dating violence.  

“A lot of people have experienced 
depression or anxiety, so all of these 
experiences college students may have 
while they’re here at the university, we 
want to make sure they know that it’s ok Cont. on Page 05Cont. on Page 04

we are more focused on making sure that 
the students that we have here are well-
supported.” 

The Chanticleer has reached out to the 
Student Government Association and 
they have no comment at this time.

O’Tia Prioleau // Reporter

that others care about them,” she said. 

Donevant-Haines wants students to feel 
safe when on CCU’s campus. She said, 
“The thing about mental health topics is 
that they are very personal and some peo-
ple feel, unfortunately, ashamed or embar-
rassed relating to their experiences. One 
of our goals is to help decrease the stigma 
and make people feel more comfortable.”  

Chris Donevant-Haines lists some signs 
that may help identify some mental health 
issues: “From a peer to peer perspective; 

recognizing if someone has changed in 
some way unexpectedly or quickly. Maybe 
they started to isolate themselves from 
friends, they’re not participating in as 
many social events, and not showing up to 
class. They might be physically different, 
not practicing the same level of self-care 
as they usually do.” 

Donevant-Haines recommends saying 
to someone who may be suffering from a 
problem with their mental health: “Hey, 
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Ways to take care of your mental health
O’Tia Prioleau // Reporter

I am here if you need me, I am here to 
listen.” If they chose to share,  listen and 
allow them to disclose to you when they 
feel most comfortable. Don’t hesitate to 
submit help, suggest someone for them 
to talk to and offer to walk with them to 
wherever they decide to go.  

Stephanie Mobley, a junior Communi-
cations major with a minor in psychology, 
is interning for the SHORE and LiveWell 
office. Attending the events LiveWell and 
SHORE put on is important to Mobley 
because she says it’s a great way to become 
educated about wellness and become 
knowledgeable about the realities many 
students face.  

Mobley recommends students attend 
the Out of the Darkness walk which rais-
es awareness for suicide prevention. There 
is a $10,000 donation goal, and all of the 
proceeds will be going to the American 
Foundation for Suicide Prevention. Mob-
ley advises that students use TAO mobile. 

She said, “it’s an [app] that helps you 
work through your problems and gives 
you a lot of advice to help you deal with 
feelings you may have and the Youlivewell.
coastal.edu site is a really great [source] . . 

. there is a section that will help you plan 
your own goals and look at some that have 
already been pre-made.”  

Users of the app can select a goal 
date, and the programs can email you 
reminders to help you stay on track. This 
site is private and personalized just for 
you – once you log in and check in, you’ll 
receive suggestions for articles and videos 
relevant to your needs.  

Skylar Hicks, a junior public health 
major, deals with mental health issues 
herself. She has a lot of stress from school 
that contributes to her anxiety, and her 
insecurities impact how she interacts with 
others. Hicks believes mental health is 
important in living positively, and she said 
that it is key for this generation because 
depression has become more common.  

Hicks knows that when she is depressed, 
she has a hard time sleeping, eats less than 

LiveWell provides many services to help students. Coastal Carolina University offers many different counseling services.

she ought to, she feels judged from others, 
and she is unmotivated.  

Hicks said, “If [students] are going 
through [mental health] issues, I think it’s 
good for them to talk to somebody oth-
er than their parents, because your par-
ents can’t always know what you’re going 
through. There are certain things you can’t 
tell them, so it’s good to tell the other per-
son so they can help and give you advice.”  

Hicks has a counselor that she speaks 
to in person and over the phone. Hicks 
said that dressing up helps her feel better 
about herself. Hicks suggested that if you 
try to look your best you will receive and 
obtain a positive attitude. She advised 
that at-risk students should, “definitely 
get help; you can go to counseling at your 
university and at any other mental health 
facility. You can do healthy habits, eat 
better, sleep better and get more exercise.” 

Hicks wants you to give yourself some 
encouragement; don’t be afraid to tell 
yourself you are beautiful in the mirror 
and watch motivational videos.   

Coastal Carolina University has many 
resources for their students. Faculty 
and staff want students to know they 
are not alone, and upcoming events 
have been scheduled to raise awareness.  

February:  

Feb. 17-21: Wellness Week events 10:30 
a.m. – 2 p.m. in HTC Center Concourse 

Feb. 19: Wellness-Palooza  
10:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

March: 

March 4: Wally’s Big Day Out from 
10:30a.m. – 2 p.m. on Prince Lawn  

March 4:  International Women’s Day 
observed on Prince Lawn 

March 21:  6th Annual Out of 
Darkness Walk  

 Registration will begin at 10 a.m.  
The walk will start at 1 
1 a.m. in Spadoni Park 

April: 

Sexual Violence Awareness Month 

April 4: Relay for Life from 12 p.m.  – 
12 a.m. in Blanton Park 

April 8: Countdown, Don’t Meltdown 
from 10:30 a.m. –  2 p.m. on Prince Lawn 

April 27-28: Study Tips & Treats from 
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
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New Master of Arts in Music Technology 
program provides students valuable skills 
in today’s technological world
Tyler Berkheimer // Reporter    &     Eden Alon // Photographer

Ways to take care of your mental health

Coastal Carolina University’s new M.A. in Music Technology provides students an 
exciting new program designed to develop the technological, professional, commercial 
and media skills of the music professional.  

Music plays an integral role and music technology seeks to fill a gap by  
developing professionals with both musical and technological know-how to compete  
in today’s market. 

The 30-credit degree is focused on recording, media, entrepreneurial, and practical skills which diversifies the music professionals’ skill set and increases their marketability. 
Program coursework is focused on developing applied media skill sets to be effective in the marketplace. This culminates with a capstone project which will develop the student’s 
professional portfolio.

Hicks wants you to give yourself some 
encouragement; don’t be afraid to tell 
yourself you are beautiful in the mirror 
and watch motivational videos.   

Coastal Carolina University has many 
resources for their students. Faculty 
and staff want students to know they 
are not alone, and upcoming events 
have been scheduled to raise awareness.  

February:  

Feb. 17-21: Wellness Week events 10:30 
a.m. – 2 p.m. in HTC Center Concourse 

Feb. 19: Wellness-Palooza  
10:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

March: 

March 4: Wally’s Big Day Out from 
10:30a.m. – 2 p.m. on Prince Lawn  

March 4:  International Women’s Day 
observed on Prince Lawn 

March 21:  6th Annual Out of 
Darkness Walk  

 Registration will begin at 10 a.m.  
The walk will start at 1 
1 a.m. in Spadoni Park 

April: 

Sexual Violence Awareness Month 

April 4: Relay for Life from 12 p.m.  – 
12 a.m. in Blanton Park 

April 8: Countdown, Don’t Meltdown 
from 10:30 a.m. –  2 p.m. on Prince Lawn 

April 27-28: Study Tips & Treats from 
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
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A tribute to Kobe Bryant
Tyler Berkheimer // Reporter

 Kobe Bryant, his daughter, Gianna 
Byrant, and seven other passengers were 
tragically killed in a helicopter crash in 
Calabasas, Calif.  

Bryant leaves behind three daughters 
and his wife, Vanessa Bryant. I can only 
offer my thoughts and prayers to the Bryant 
family as well as the other families who lost 
their loved ones in this terrible tragedy. 

In his 20 - year career in the NBA 
with the Los Angeles Lakers, Bryant 
became a legend, an icon, and a source 
of hope and inspiration for his fans. He 
transcended his fame as just a basketball 
star and became an international super-
star.  His legacy and impact will forever 
be ingrained in the NBA as well as the 
city of Los Angeles.  

Bryant’s playing career came to an 
end on April 13, 2016, where he put up 
60 points against the Utah Jazz – one 
last performance only he was capable of. 
After his retirement, Bryant stayed busy 
coaching Gianna Bryant’s travel basketball 
team. He founded the Mamba Academy 
and even won an academy award for his 
short film, ‘Dear Basketball.’ Bryant 
pursued additional business, remaining 
active in designing his sneaker line with 
Nike, and with Bodyarmor sports drinks 
by helping to gain official partnerships 
with the UFC, MLS, and several notable 
athletes, including Sydney Leroux, Klay 
Thompson and Mike Trout.  

Bryant was a notable philanthropist, as 
well, both during and after, his playing 
days. He granted more than 200 wishes 
for the Make-A-Wish foundation that 

helps children with serious or terminal 
illnesses see their dreams come true. He 
was an ambassador for the After School 
All-Stars program which provides suitable 
after school programs for thousands of 
kids across major U.S. cities. Bryant also 
donated $1 million to Call of Duty’s 
endowment program that helps veterans 
transition back into civilian life.  

The sudden death of Kobe Bryant 
impacted an unimaginable amount of 
people from current and former NBA 
players, athletes from every sport, the 
announcers of NBA games, and his 
millions of fans. Bryant’s death has been 
felt around the world. In his 41 years, he 
certainly left the world a better place than 
he found it, and for that I am grateful.  

Thank you for everything you gave to the 
world and most of all, thank you for inspir-
ing so many people to achieve greatness in 
any form. You will be sorely missed.  

Ranked as the No. 1 right-handed 
pitcher in South Carolina his senior year 
of high school, Conway native Will Smith 
is gaining high praise from his coaches 
and fellow players, and his collegiate 
athletic career has yet to begin. 

Smith was the No. 5 overall prospect 
in the state for the class of 2019, with a 
fastball average of almost 95 mph and too 
many regional and national awards to list.  

Head Coach Garry Gilmore said that 
Will Smith was a promising player and 
looks forward to seeing him in action. 

“He’s one of those wild card guys, for 
me,” said Gilmore. “If he can assume a 
role in that bullpen and then be somebody 
who we can count on to come in and throw 
two pitches for strikes an inning three or 
four times a week, that guy will be... well, 
that’ll be one question mark answered. 
You know, if he can do that, and so far, this 
spring he’s been absolutely outstanding.” 

Smith seemed to be struggling in the 
fall but turned it around once spring 
practices began.  

 “I tell you what, if you ask him right now, 
he’d be one to tell you ‘I grew up a whole 
lot this fall,’” said Gilmore. “There were 
moments when he questioned himself, he 
questioned us... and now he’s finally made 
some adjustments and changes in, kind of, 
buying into what we are trying to get him 
to do. He’s gone from a guy who sprayed 
the ball all over the place on the mound in 
the fall to a guy throwing a ton of strikes. 
He’s found a breaking ball that he never 

Kobe was an inspiration and his legacy will live on. Photo 
was posted to Bryant’s Twitter in August 2019.

Apply on Coastal Connections
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Promising Conway pitcher Will Smith  
is expected to thrive out of the bullpen
Ranked as the No. 1 right-handed 

pitcher in South Carolina his senior year 
of high school, Conway native Will Smith 
is gaining high praise from his coaches 
and fellow players, and his collegiate 
athletic career has yet to begin. 

Smith was the No. 5 overall prospect 
in the state for the class of 2019, with a 
fastball average of almost 95 mph and too 
many regional and national awards to list.  

Head Coach Garry Gilmore said that 
Will Smith was a promising player and 
looks forward to seeing him in action. 

“He’s one of those wild card guys, for 
me,” said Gilmore. “If he can assume a 
role in that bullpen and then be somebody 
who we can count on to come in and throw 
two pitches for strikes an inning three or 
four times a week, that guy will be... well, 
that’ll be one question mark answered. 
You know, if he can do that, and so far, this 
spring he’s been absolutely outstanding.” 

Smith seemed to be struggling in the 
fall but turned it around once spring 
practices began.  

 “I tell you what, if you ask him right now, 
he’d be one to tell you ‘I grew up a whole 
lot this fall,’” said Gilmore. “There were 
moments when he questioned himself, he 
questioned us... and now he’s finally made 
some adjustments and changes in, kind of, 
buying into what we are trying to get him 
to do. He’s gone from a guy who sprayed 
the ball all over the place on the mound in 
the fall to a guy throwing a ton of strikes. 
He’s found a breaking ball that he never 

had in high school, and it’s a plus breaking 
ball and he throws it for strikes.” 

His teammates have also seen 
improvement in Smith. Scott Kobos, a 
redshirt senior pitcher from Charlotte, 
said, “As for guys that have really stepped 
up: Will Smith, obviously. He was a big guy 
coming in here, struggled a bit in the fall, 
but I see he’s starting to put it together.” 

Zach McCambley also mentioned 
Smith when listing guys who he was 
excited to see in a game. 

Smith attributes his Fall uncertainty 
to trying to be more like other players 
instead of himself. 

He said he got better by “ just relaxing 
and knowing that I can play my own 
game. I think I got here, and I tried to 
change too many things to be better than 
just the game I played in high school.” 

Gilmore and his other coaches seem to 
have taught him a lot. 

“The biggest thing I’ve learned is quality 
strikes thrown in a certain quadrant the 
whole time. Coach Gilmore harps on 
throwing low to the knees and stuff like 
that,” said Smith. “There are stats and 
stuff that go with that, and how many 
homeruns we’ve given up above the knees.” 

While he was initially entertaining 
an offer from Furman University during 
his junior year, Smith quickly shifted his 
sights to Coastal Carolina. 

“I think it’s a great experience, I mean, 
I love the leadership they have here and 

everything we’ve done during the fall,” 
said Smith. “I think we have a good squad 
this year, it’ll be fun to watch.” 

For Smith, the transition from high 
school to college baseball was a big one, 
but he is loving every minute of it. 

“It’s a huge change, it’s a lot more time 
consuming,” said Smith. “I’m going to 
class then coming straight here, I’m here 
for seven hours a day, but I love it, I love 
being here, being with everybody that’s 
here. I know it’s a huge difference for me 
than I experienced in high school.” 

Far from the first Conway baseball 
player to find success after high school, 
Smith grew up with Jordan Gore, Grant 
Holmes, and G.K. Young. His childhood 
bedroom once belonged to Dock Doyle, 
who played for CCU from 2005 to 2007.   

Smith’s cousin is Jay Causey, a redshirt 
senior pitching for CCU, who seems to have 
given him plenty of advice about what it’s 
like playing college ball in your hometown.  

“What he told me most of the time was 
‘you just got to get out there and pitch 
your game,’ ‘you know you’re going to 
know most of the people in the stands,’ 
stuff like that,” said Smith. “Whether it’s 
your mom and dad in there or it’s your best 
friend from high school, you still have to 
envision the game and focus before you 
can worry about all that.” 

Smith seems to have a promising 
freshman season ahead of him.  

“I’m probably going to be coming out 

of the bullpen most of the time, it could 
change depending on how the season 
goes,” said Smith.  

Coach Gilmore and his teammates 
think Will Smith will be a player to watch 
in the 2020 season.  

“Every day I’m growing with him, as his 
confidence grows, I’m growing with him,” 
said Gilmore.  

Will Smith and the Chanticleers will 
play their home first game at the Brittain 
Resorts Tournament at Springs Brooks 
Stadium at 11 a.m. on Feb. 14. Their first 
season game is at UNC Wilmington at 4 
p.m. on Feb. 18. 

Will Smith was ranked No. 1 right-handed pitcher in  
his senior year of high school. // Photo courtesy 
 of CCU Photography.
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Lady Chants set high goals for lacrosse season
Coastal Carolina women’s lacrosse 

team heads full force into pre-season. 
With a semester of fall ball behind 
them, the Chants hope for a conference 
championship. 

With three Chanticleers already named 
for the pre-season all-conference team: 
Emily D’Orsaneo, Megan Kilapatrick, and 
Samantha Courtemanche, the teammates 
were excited for their first match.  

“Our ultimate goal is to win 
the conference championship and we will 
do that by improving upon each game 

Sabrina Seidl // Reporter

caption // photo by

The men’s baseball team had their first 
game of the season on Valentine’s Day, it is 
shaping up to be an interesting run for the 
Coastal Carolina Chanticleers. 

Last year, the Chanticleers took 
home their second consecutive Sunbelt 
Championship title and had a decent 
conference season with a 15-13 record.  

Outside of the conference, they had a 
21-13-1 record, but consistently struggled 
against teams like Clemson, College of 
Charleston, and North Carolina, all of 
which they will face again this year. 

With 20 newcomers and only one 
returning starting fielder, there is a very 
young team. While CCU has played a 
long-ball game the last few years, this 
season will be a return to small ball. 

Gary Gilmore is the head coach, and this 
will be his 25th year coaching at CCU. He 

is 37 wins away from 1,000 won games at 
the university. 

“We have to go back to the old formula that 
got us to a point where we were a national 
contender,” said Gilmore. “Hit enough to 
survive, but play great defense, steal a base 
here and there, a short game, and do the 
things to just play old fashioned baseball.” 

Despite a very young team, Coach 
Gilmore and the returning players seem 
very optimistic about the season.  

‘“We’ve got a lot of young guys, but they’re 
maturing quickly, and they really followed 
what guys like [Zac] McCambley and I have 
put into place,” said senior Scott McKeon. 

Shortly after being named an All-
American player, we learned that starting 
pitcher Parker Chavers was injured and will 
be out until late April at the very earliest. 
Chavers and his teammates have said that 

he is taking on a coaching role in teaching 
the new players. 

Chavers said he would like to be back 
by April 24, when the Chanticleers will be 
heading to his hometown in Alabama, but 
that it is more likely that he will be back by 
May 1. That would have him playing the 

caption // photo by

in the regular season,” assistant coach 
Sara Nolan said. “A lot of focus within 
our players has been evident on the field 
and everyone feels on the same page.”  

With a schedule that is predominately 
away this season, their first home game 
will take place at Brooks Stadium, March 
15. Lyla Robinson, a senior captain, will 
be taking the field one last time for her 
first game of the season. With eight 
other teammates graduating beside her, 
she looks back on her years on the field and 
expresses what this program means to her.   

“I feel super proud to be a part of a team 
like this and I want to cherish this final 
season till the very end,” Robinson said.  

The season is packed with a lot of great 
competition with 10 away games for the 
Chants, travelling as far as Colorado for 
games against CU Boulder and Denver 
University. Check out their schedule at 
https://goccusports.com/sports/womens-
lacrosse/schedule and show support for 
their upcoming season!

Baseball opens season without Chavers
Caroline Elswick // Reporter

last 10 games of the regular season, and 
then into the playoffs. 

With Chavers out for most of the season, 
pitching will be led by junior McCambley 
and senior Scott Kobos. Conway graduates 
and cousins Will Smith and Jay Causey 
will likely be in the bullpen.
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Chants lose in the first game of the semester
Sarah Kinder // Reporter

caption // photo by

The stands were filled as the men’s 
basketball team took on University of 
Arkansas at Little Rock for their first 
game of the semester, but unfortunately 
the Chants fell 55-71 in the end. 

The tip off resulted in Tommy Burton 
laying it in for the first two points of the 
game, while the Trojans responded with a 
short jumper from the foul line. The score 
escalated there with Coastal Carolina 
University falling into a dry spell for four 
minutes, resting with four points while 
UALR continued to put numbers on the 

board. By halftime, the score laid at 33-20.  

This game’s halftime was unique because 
many of the CCU fans present were student 
athletes, from football players to baseball 
players and many more teams, who were 
recognized for their academic achievements 
in the Fall semester. Sixty-one percent of 
the student athletes received a perfect 4.0, 
placing them on the Presidents List; the 
highest academic achievement. 

The crowd stayed engaged the entire 
game supporting their fellow Chants, but 
in the end that was not enough as the team 

lost, making their conference play 4-4, 
overall, 11-8. 

Sophomore Rumi Khan was glad to 
be back on campus with all his fellow 
Chanticleers. 

“It was awesome to be back in the 
HTC watching my boys play basketball. I 
can’t wait for more games the rest of the 
semester,” Khan said.   

Tommy Burton led the team with 13 
points while Keishawn Brewton added 10 
and Garrick Green with nine.  

caption // photo by

last 10 games of the regular season, and 
then into the playoffs. 

With Chavers out for most of the season, 
pitching will be led by junior McCambley 
and senior Scott Kobos. Conway graduates 
and cousins Will Smith and Jay Causey 
will likely be in the bullpen.

Want to see more?
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@ccunewspaper @thechanticleernews @ccunewspaper

Subscribe to our website: thechanticleernews.com
Send us suggestions: thechanticleer@coastal.edu
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Intramural and club sports kick off spring 
season; paid officiating spots available
Joelle Zima // Reporter

Coastal Carolina University houses a 
large and thriving community of athletes 
in intramural and club sports.  

If you’re new to collegiate recreational 
groups, it’s important to note the 
differences between the subgroups of 
intramural and club sports. 

“Club sports tend to have a much 
higher financial and time commitment 
than intramural sports,” said Graduate 
Assistant of Intramural Sports Stratford 
Slate.  “Club sports teams have practices 
multiple times a week, dues for roster 
members, and they may travel to other 
universities to compete in weekend 
tournaments… each intramural team is 
only scheduled to play one game a week 
and at the same time each week.”  

This spring season of intramurals 

presents a diverse and exciting field of 
options. According to Coastal Carolina’s 
intramural information page, sports 
offered for Session 1 of the semester 
include basketball, dodgeball, and 4 on 4 
flag football. Session 2, which is open for 
registration until March, offers softball, 2 
v 2 beach volleyball, and indoor soccer. To 
register a team for Session 2 sports (or to 
register as a free agent), go to IMLeagues.
com/Coastal. 

Positions are open for full-time students 
to officiate games, in the intramural sports 
league, which is now searching for referees 
and officials. On-site training is required. 

“We train all of our officials for our 
major sports from square one,” said Slater. 
“We start with the fundamentals and 
work our way up through more advanced 

rules or mechanics.”  

Contact imsports@coastal.edu for more 
information on job positions. 

For those who wish to participate in 
activities other than those offered in 
intramurals, you may be interested in 
club sports. This spring welcomes another 
semester of club cheer, club baseball, field 
hockey, rugby club, surf club, Quidditch 
club, and more. Each team is student-led 
and has personal schedules for practice 
times and games.  

John Lovecchio, junior, of the men’s 
rugby club discusses the team dynamic for 
a new season.  

“In the spring we restart the process. 
There are a lot of returning players, but 
also a lot of new players,” said Lovecchio. Quidditch team is hard at work. // Photo courtesy of CCU photography.

Women’s rugby goes head to head with the Citadel team. // 
Photo courtesy of CCU Photography.

“Our coaches do a good job of getting 
our new guys up to speed with rugby 
since most rugby players haven’t had high 
school experience and this is their first 
time learning the sport.”  

Alex Rembe, senior, of the women’s 
rugby club recommends trying it out even 
if you have no experience.  

“I would encourage anyone looking 
to join a team, whether they want to fill 
the void of not playing sports since high 
school, or just making friends!” said 
Rembe. “We teach everyone from scratch, 
so no experience is required. It is a great 
way to stay in shape and release stress that 
comes along with being in school.”  

For more information on the club 
sports, visit IMLeagues.com/Coastal, 
or visit the “Club Sports” page online at 
Coastal Connections. 

Matthew Hinrichs, a junior captain of 
one of the Intramural dodge ball teams at 
Coastal, shares the impact the sport has 
had on him.  

“All the teams work hard to win, but 
at the end of the day we’re just a group 
of people blowing off steam, running 
around a gym and making friends,” said 
Hinrichs. “I love the comradery that is 
built throughout the course of the season. 
I’ve met so many amazing and talented 
people.” 

Games for Session 1 sports are starting 
soon, so join a Session 2 Intramural or 
Club Sport today: your team awaits! 
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title

Caroline Elswick // Reporter

The Implant. Now FREE or low-cost. Stop by 
Student Health Services or visit whoopsproofsc.org.

Fees for extra services requested or required are not covered by WhoopsProofSC. Valid only for students at participating 
colleges & universities in South Carolina thru 12/31/2020. Schedule an appointment to review your eligibility.

This is the implant. A matchstick-sized method that fi ts 
discreetly in your arm. Many women say that it balances  
their hormones, improving both PMS and depression.

The “let’s face it we all have 
those days where we drop 
our phones in the toilet 
(and yeah sometimes forget 
to take our birth control)” 
birth control. 
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Intramural and club sports kick off spring 
season; paid officiating spots available



CCU students have created the 
university’s first organization for video 
game design. 

Spawn Point is a student run club that 
introduces the fundamentals of video game 
design in a hands-on environment. The 
club provides students the opportunity to 
build their own game. Formerly known 
as the Game Makers Guild, the club was 
restructured after previous executive board 
members graduated. Wyatt Beard is the 
current club president and has successfully 
found a new direction for the game designers. 

“After I was elected, I decided to rebrand 
and come up with a new plan for how we 
would operate. I suppose what inspired me 
to do that was years of playing games and 
aspiring to be a game developer and just 
wanting to do that with my career. And 
the lack of any actual game design program 
on campus just kind of motivated me to do 
that myself,” he said.  

The rebranding would culminate in the 
club’s prestigious goal: a student-made 
video game. Members of the club pitched 
ideas for an original game, and then a 
vote was held. The idea that received the 
most votes was put into production. This 
semester’s votes favored the brainstorming 
of Alisha Ulander whose 2D adventure 
game will be the club's production for the 
spring semester. Like most members of 
the club, she has plenty to learn in terms 
of game design. This will be her first major 
project after becoming inspired to elevate 
her love of gaming. 
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Delish Bistro on 544 is worth a try  
— and they deliver!
A new restaurant named Delish Bistro 

opened this past October on Highway 544.  

The restaurant first opened five years 
ago in Charleston, S.C. Emily Floyd, 
the owner, is an alumna of College 
of Charleston. She decided to move 
her restaurant from Charleston to her 
hometown of Myrtle Beach to attract 
college students and avoid city traffic. 

“It’s good to be close to CCU and The 
Market Common. We didn’t want to be 
off the beaten path or on restaurant row,” 
said Floyd.  

To attract younger patrons, the bistro is 
designed nontraditionally. Menus are pro-
vided at the door, orders are received at a 
bar, and seating is available during the wait. 

“As a millennial, I don’t like pushy 
waitresses, and you don’t have to worry 

Shelbi R. Ankiewicz // Reporter
about tips,” said Floyd.  

Tipping is available for anyone who 
wishes to donate to local charities. 
Once Delish Bistro collects $10,000 in 
donations, the sum will go toward Meal on 
Wheels in Conway. Afterward, donations 
will be accepted for a different charity. 

Due to the bistro’s genesis in Charleston, 
the dishes and décor are inspired by the 
city. The restaurant boasts of a robust menu 
and is ready to suit any dietary needs.  

Upon my first visit, I ordered the 
breakfast platter. My croissant was warm 
and flakey, and the potatoes were perfectly 
roasted in oil and rosemary. I have visited 
many breakfast locations in the Myrtle 
Beach and Conway areas, and Delish 
Bistro is by far the best I have had.

Caption // Photo by Shelbi Ankiewicz

Caption // Photo by Shelbi Ankiewicz

The bistro is open  
Monday to Saturday  
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.  

and Sunday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
 

The restaurant offers  
free delivery to any  

student housing.  
 

Students with a  
CCU or HGTC ID  

receive a 10% discount. 
Caption // Photo by Shelbi Ankiewicz
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CCU club introduces fundamentals of 
video game design to members
Thomas Healy // Reporter
CCU students have created the 

university’s first organization for video 
game design. 

Spawn Point is a student run club that 
introduces the fundamentals of video game 
design in a hands-on environment. The 
club provides students the opportunity to 
build their own game. Formerly known 
as the Game Makers Guild, the club was 
restructured after previous executive board 
members graduated. Wyatt Beard is the 
current club president and has successfully 
found a new direction for the game designers. 

“After I was elected, I decided to rebrand 
and come up with a new plan for how we 
would operate. I suppose what inspired me 
to do that was years of playing games and 
aspiring to be a game developer and just 
wanting to do that with my career. And 
the lack of any actual game design program 
on campus just kind of motivated me to do 
that myself,” he said.  

The rebranding would culminate in the 
club’s prestigious goal: a student-made 
video game. Members of the club pitched 
ideas for an original game, and then a 
vote was held. The idea that received the 
most votes was put into production. This 
semester’s votes favored the brainstorming 
of Alisha Ulander whose 2D adventure 
game will be the club's production for the 
spring semester. Like most members of 
the club, she has plenty to learn in terms 
of game design. This will be her first major 
project after becoming inspired to elevate 
her love of gaming. 

“I’ve always had a deep love of videos 
games, especially indie productions from 
small studios. I wanted to create something 
fun for people to enjoy,” she said. 

The videogame will be a 2D adventure 
game with a focus on combat, but also 
offering platforming and puzzle elements. 

“You play a delivery person for a small 
courier service. As you explore the city 
you live in, you come across an alternate 
dimension that is leaking into your world. 
You go on an adventure to seal off this 
other world and save your neighborhood,” 
Ulander explained. 

Beard gave some more details.  

“We’re kind of drawing visual inspiration 
from the works of M.C. Escher. Just like 
odd geometry, things that shouldn’t make 
sense, but seem plausible in some way,” 
Beard said. 

To achieve this goal, members are 
trained in Unity, a game design engine 
used in various commercial products 
including Cities: Skylines, Dusk, and the 
Ori series. Club members also plan to use 
the Adobe Suite for rendering 2D images 
and Blender, a 3D modeling software for 
character creation. 

The university offers many academic 
programs for careers associated with video 
game design such as information technology, 
digital design, and digital media, but 
nothing specific to video gaming. Beard and 
club Vice President Emily Beecroft agreed 
that the lack of a video game design program 
on campus was troubling for many students. 

Associate Professor in Anthropology and 
Geography Susan Bergeron, Ph.D., teaches 
one of the few classes that are offered for 
video game design. 

“I think that Coastal should really invest 
in a game design program, as there are a 
large number of people that are interested 
in game design and development. As 
an example, this semester Dr. Bergeron 
is teaching GEOG 456 ‘Video Game 
World’ which is an introductory course to 
game design using Unity. When Bergeron 
originally opened the course, it filled up so 
quickly and had such a demand that she 
needed to open a second course to handle 
the overflow due to how many people 
wanted to be learning about game design,” 
Beecroft said.  

The club is open for any interested party 
that wants to try their hands at video game 
design, regardless of a student’s field of study 
or level of gaming experience. There are no 
requirements to join the club apart from a 
$5 fee. The club aims to prepare students 
to confidently take their ideas from theory 
to practical through game creation. Jarod 
Bowers shared his experience with the club.   

“I believe it has [helped me with my 
career goals] because we started going 
into more detail about all the aspects of 
programming and all the types of design 
we have to do, if we’re going into a business 
for example. And we’re also going with 
Unity as well, and we’re trying to create 
our own project. And I believe it helped 
me a great deal, because I have not really 
touched any gaming developing software at 

all, so I feel like this really helped me out,” 
Bowers said. 

The club is looking for new talent from 
various fields of interest, as games are a 
diverse media which draw on both practical 
skills and reasoning capabilities. 

“I think that the skills that are required 
for game design and game development are 
really overlooked. There is a lot more to it 
than just having basic art skills. Anyone 
can join the game development process, 
not just people who excel in the arts! Game 
development has many facets outside of 
the artistic side. While it is obviously 
important to have people working on the 
art, many people are needed to actually 
write the stories of the game, or depending 
on the topic of the game, researchers for 
the history of the game you are making,” 
Beecroft said. 

“A popular example Wyatt and I like to 
use is Assassin's Creed, as it is a game that 
is set in a specific time period and takes 
massive amounts of research to actually 
complete. Game development requires 
people to market the game, to create music, 
to create the art, to design the levels, people 
to voice act and especially people to test the 
games before they are sold to the public. 
There are so many positions available to 
people that it's unfortunate that so many 
people miss out on the opportunity to do 
what they love because they believe that 
they don't have the skills.” 

For more information on the club or how 
to join, visit Coastal Connections. 

Delish Bistro on 544 is worth a try  
— and they deliver!



Mister Softee was a hit at the festival. // Photo by Eden Alon.

As we continue into our second month 
of the year 2020, I can’t help but notice 
as the world advances technology wise, 
fashion only seems to be going backwards.  

Trends of today are being remade from 
an era in time that was nearly 30 years ago. 
It is more hip to shop in your mother’s old 
closet or a local thrift store, then it is to 
buy clothing from your local mall.  

Two piece sets such as matching shorts 
and matching shirts are now being seen 
everywhere, and why is this? Instagram 
has created a space for us youth to see 
trends from all over the world, especially 
in the U.S., that years ago would have 
been unreachable.  

Influencers such as Kim Kardashian 
have brought back styles such as Adidas 
track suits, baggy t-shirts, slicked back low 
buns, large hoops, oversized flannels, and 
my personal favorite, versatile suit jackets 
you can pair with jeans. HBO’s ‘Euphoria’ 
heavily influenced eccentric makeup looks, 
such as its glittery jeweled eye makeup and 
lip liners that were thought to have been 
left in the 90’s.  

The show put its own spin on bringing 
back old styles and looks, by adding a 
futuristic twist. Women’s style has slowly 
transitioned into gender neutral clothing. 
The women who are shaping style for the 
youth of today are putting an emphasis 
on the comfort that fashion should bring, 
rather than tight clothing that you can 
barely breathe in.  

We have also ditched large totes for tiny 
shoulder bags that you can sling on your 
shoulder. Sneakers have become a major 
versatile accessory. Going out in urban 

cities in America, you will notice how 
women are being seen more in sneakers 
than any other type of shoe.   

Streetwear has shown us that you can 
rock anything with a retro pair of sneakers 
whether that is sweatpants, jeans, or 
a dress. Today’s style trends that we 
are seeing on our favorite celebrities or 
fashion bloggers, are affordable. Style has 
become so gentrified that you couldn’t tell 
the status of someone’s wealth, because 
influencers are pushing affordability and 
recycling of clothing rather than expense. 
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Don’t call it a comeback: the ‘90s are here
Samantha Popvics // Reporter

Iconic looks like this are back in style. // Photo courtesy of 
Getty Images.

Want to
see more?

Follow us on Social Media:

@ccunewspaper @thechanticleernews @ccunewspaper

Subscribe to our website:
thechanticleernews.com

Send us suggestions:
thechanticleer@coastal.edu
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Food trucks to set up shop monthly
Eden Alon // Photographer

The festival took place outside of Wall College. // Photo by Eden Alon.

Mister Softee was a hit at the festival. // Photo by Eden Alon. Students enjoy the food and fresh air. // Photo by Eden Alon.

Students order food from the Road Rooster. // Photo by Eden Alon.



Since its release in November 2019, 
many individuals have had differing 
opinions about the new, and quickly 
popularized, streaming service, Disney+.  

Liana Robbins, a junior at Coastal 
Carolina University, did the free trial 
with Disney+ before purchasing it a week 
later. Robbins was eager to watch shows 
like That’s So Raven and many other black 
cartoons that are no longer on television.  

“When I first got it, I was excited. I 
went to look for The Proud Family and 
then I got disappointed,” she said. 

Robbins has not been able to access many 
of the shows and films she was hoping to 
watch on the new streaming service. 

With the option to request shows and 
movies on Disney+, Robbins requested 
Rollie Pollie be added to the service’s 
library. She appreciates Disney’s efforts 
and the their attention to the customer 
experience. 

Joanne Melenik, a junior, has had her 
Disney+ account since its first day on the 
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MLK Day Celebration was expanded  
and extended to a week at CCU
Rae’L Jackson // Reporter & Photographer
This year, Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

was celebrated for a week at Coastal 
Carolina University. 

There was a “Wall of Change” in each 
academic building where students wrote 
inspiring words for others, teach-ins were 
held to educate participants of how much 
of an impact MLK made, and a Night 
of the Arts event was held, followed by a 
keynote address by Simeon Daise.  

Franklin Ellis, interim director of Inter-
cultural and Inclusion Student Services, 
shared his perspective on the importance of 
these events: “Three things the demonstra-
tion was designed to do,” he said. “Awaken 
awareness, liberation and be engaging.”  

The Night of the Arts was held in the 
Singleton Building at 5 p.m. This event 
was created to give participants a feel of the 
music and visual arts from times like the 
civil rights movement. During the Night 
of the Arts, participants enjoyed live music, 
viewed students’ artwork, and participated 
in the speaker’s activities.  

Talbert Mustrapher and Brianna Byrd, 
both graphic design majors at CCU, were 
thrilled about having their work being 
showcased at the Night of the Arts.  

“It feels like a breath of fresh air to have 
my art showcased in the exhibition,” said 
Mustrapher. 

Following the Night of the Arts, 
the Student Government Association 
escorted participants over to Wheelwright 
Auditorium to prepare for the keynote 

address. SGA yelled famous chants from 
the civil rights movement to remind 
everyone of pivotal moments in history. 

Daise was the keynote speaker for the 
MLK Celebration week. Daise is a native 
of Beaufort, S.C., and is an actor and 
writer. He appeared in “Gullah Gullah 
Island” and other famous BET hit series.  

Daise said, “Just like MLK, it’s important 
to be able to see your dream even when you 
can’t see it with your physical eyes.” 

As MLK Celebration week ended, Daise 
spoke about dreams, setting goals and loving 
every part of yourself (even the ugly parts).

Simeon Daise gave the keynote speech for the Martin Luther King Jr. celebration. // Photo by Rae’L Jackson.

Talbert Mustrapher was proud to display this piece for the 
celebration. // Photo by Rae’L Jackson.

The MLK celebration was a week long at CCU. // Photo by 
Rae’L Jackson.
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Sound off: Is Disney+ worth the price?
Since its release in November 2019, 

many individuals have had differing 
opinions about the new, and quickly 
popularized, streaming service, Disney+.  

Liana Robbins, a junior at Coastal 
Carolina University, did the free trial 
with Disney+ before purchasing it a week 
later. Robbins was eager to watch shows 
like That’s So Raven and many other black 
cartoons that are no longer on television.  

“When I first got it, I was excited. I 
went to look for The Proud Family and 
then I got disappointed,” she said. 

Robbins has not been able to access many 
of the shows and films she was hoping to 
watch on the new streaming service. 

With the option to request shows and 
movies on Disney+, Robbins requested 
Rollie Pollie be added to the service’s 
library. She appreciates Disney’s efforts 
and the their attention to the customer 
experience. 

Joanne Melenik, a junior, has had her 
Disney+ account since its first day on the 

O’Tia Prioleau // Reporter

market. Melenik pays for a bundle which 
includes Disney+, Hulu, ESPN, and 
National Geographic.  

“I don’t have [to] spend for both Hulu 
and Disney’s plus,” she said. “I’m saving 
like six dollars a month.”  

Melenik was expecting to view all her 
favorite childhood shows.  

“When I was younger, I used to worship 
Hillary Duff [and] watching Lizzie 
McGuire . . . when I found out the movie 
was on there, I was so content with my 
life,” she said. 

Melenik thinks an expansive library 
of shows and films is key to a streaming 
service’s success. She said, “I feel like it is 
important to have concerns and opinions 

Disney+ is good, but doesn’t have as much selection as one would hope for.

Want to see your ad on thechanticleer.com  
& right here in print?

Contact our business manager Garrett Kalenick for information:
ggkalenic@coastal.edu

from your viewers, because they’re paying 
so much a month for it and when you have 
high expectations; they need to be fulfilled.”   

Taylon Anderson, a junior, purchased 
the service a week after it was launched. 
He came on board with Disney+ based 
upon what he heard about the service, and 
he has had a great experience. Anderson 
was on the neutral side of things while 
exploring the service’s phone app. 

“It’s good, but it’s not great,” he said. 

If he was to suggest a development for 
the phone app, he said he would request 
more categories and genres be available. 
Some of the movies will not be available 
until November 2020 and Anderson said, 
“I think it’s for anticipation; it’s a strategy 
for them, but for us it’s like ‘hold on,’ now 
we have to wait until then.”  

Overall he feels as though the app is 
a great idea to bring all the movies and 
shows into one app so streaming it could 
be made easy.
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The MLK celebration was a week long at CCU. // Photo by 
Rae’L Jackson.



A new take on Jacob and Wilhelm 
Grimm’s fairytale, ‘Hansel and Gretel,’ 
came to theaters Jan. 31.  

The movie, titled ‘Gretel and Hansel,’ 
took a turn from the original story as the 
female character, Gretel (Sophia Lillis), 
was the lead in this new adaptation.  
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On Monday, Feb. 3, 2020, two women and 
a child were shot at Texas A&M University-
Commerce residence hall. The women were 
killed, but according to the Washington 
Post, the toddler is in stable condition. 

On the same day, there was a shooting 
in Los Angeles that left one dead and five 
injured, according to a New York Times 
article by Alan Yuhas.  

“The police received a call about a gun-
man shooting on the bus, heading from 
Los Angeles to the Bay Area, at about 
1:27 a.m., Sgt. Brian Pennings of the Cal-
ifornia Highway Patrol told reporters on 
Monday,” Yuhas said in the article. 

Fortunately, the passengers and driver 
were able to convince the shooter to get off 
of the bus unarmed.  

Unfortunately, the list goes on for that 
same day. There was also a shooting in 
Down East Maine where three were 
killed and a fourth injured which caused 
Machias schools to go on lockdown, 
according to News Center Maine.   

According to the Gun Violence Ar-
chive, there have already been 28 mass 
shootings in 2020. Statistics from the 
Gun Violence Archive show that since 
2019, South Carolina has had 11 mass 
shootings, 16 murder/suicide incidents 
deaths from homicides and unintention-
al incidents. Thirteen children have been 
killed and 19 injured, and 20 teenagers 
have been killed and 40 injured in South 
Carolina since 2019.  

Gifford’s Law Center keeps gun violence 
statistics showing that 100 Americans 

are killed with guns every day with the 
number being on the rise. The statistics 
from Gifford’s Law Center show that the 
10 states with the highest gun death rates 
have some of the weakest gun laws in the 
nation, likewise Hawaii “has the lowest 
gun death rate and some of the strongest 
gun laws in the country. Comparatively, 
only two people are killed with guns for 
every 100,000 residents – less than one-
tenth Alaska’s rate,” according to Gifford’s 
Law Center statistics.  

Studies done by Boston University help 
confirm that gun restrictions lead to less 
gun violence. Michael Siegal, a researcher 
from Boston University School of Public 
Health, said in an article from The Brink, 
“the main lesson that comes out of this 
research is that we know which laws 
work. Despite the fact that opponents of 
gun regulation are saying, ‘We don’t know 

Gun violence stays prevalent in the U.S.
Alyssa L. Brennan // Editor-in-Chief

what’s going on, it’s mental health issues, 
it’s crazy people,’ which doesn’t lend itself 
to a solution – the truth is that we have 
a pretty good grasp at what’s going on. 
People who shouldn’t have access to guns 
are getting access.” 

Siegel and his team “analyzed 25 years of 
national data to examine the relationship 
between 10 different types of state laws 
and the number of deaths by homicide and 
suicide in all 50 states,” according to The 
Brink. Siegal’s studies found that state 
gun laws requiring a universal background 
check for all gun sales resulted in homicide 
rates 15% lower than states without them. 
Laws that didn’t allow people who have a 
history of violent crimes to possess guns 
resulted in a homicide rate 18%  lower. 
Siegal also found that enforcing permit 
requirements was quite effective.  

According to an article from PBS 

The amount of death that has been caused by guns across the country in the past six years is astonishing. // Chart is from 
Gun Violence Archive.

Newshour, there were “Congress [had] 
110 gun bills on the table” most of which 
were “related to the gun debate” as of 
August 2019. Some passed through the 
House of Representatives but did not move 
forward in Senate, such as the Bipartisan 
Background Checks Act.  

Clearly, there is a link between gun 
laws and gun violence which Americans 
continue to ignore. The issue has continued 
to be prevalent, yet it has continued to 
be swept under the rug. Because of this, 
another child has been shot, people are 
murdered daily, schools are constantly 
on lockdown, and we hardly bat an eye 
anymore. This is a uniquely American 
problem. 

Gifford’s Law Center goes on to compare 
the United States to the rest of the world. 
The United States is home to just 4% of the 
world’s population, however it accounts 
for “35% of global firearm suicides and 
9% of global firearm homicides. The US 
gun homicide rate is 25 times that of other 
high-income countries [and has] a suicide 
rate [that is] 10 times that of other high-
income countries. Women [in the US are 
also] 21 times more likely to be murdered 
with a gun than women in other high-
income countries,” the article said.  

There is solid proof that stronger gun 
laws lead to less gun violence. With more 
regulation on who is owning a gun, gun 
violence rates could decrease nationwide. 
Once Americans accept that and push for 
change, our country can be a safer place 
for everyone.
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‘Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker’ nearing 
$1 billion at the box office despite negative 
reviews
Tyler Berkheimer // Reporter

Concluding a nine movie saga was 
never going to be an easy task, especially 
one as notable as Star Wars. J.J. Abrams, 
the director of the final film, gave fans an 
exciting and nostalgia-filled finale, but the 
reviews have been increasingly negative.  

“Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker” 
released in theaters Dec. 20, 2019 and 
is the final film in the nine film Disney 
Skywalker saga. The film is the third in its 
respective trilogy starting with “Star Wars: 
The Force Awakens” in 2015.  

Abrams returned to direct the film after 
not directing the previous film, “Star Wars: 
The Last Jedi,” which was directed by 
Rian Johnson. Johnson’s film disappointed 
many Star Wars fans and received negative 
reviews on the popular movie review 
site Rotten Tomatoes with a measly 43% 
audience score. 

Despite the previous film’s let down, 

fans crowded the theaters for “The Rise 
of Skywalker” and the film raked in $176 
million on its opening weekend according 
a CNBC article written by Sarah Whitten 
titled “’Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker’ 
tops box office at $176 million, smallest 
haul of new trilogy.”  

“Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker” 
currently has an audience score of 86%- 
exactly double the audience score of the 
previous film. The final film was estimated 
to surpass the $1 billion dollar mark during 
the week of Jan. 12-18, 2020, according to 
a Forbes magazine article titled “Star Wars: 
the Rise Of Skywalker’ Is The First $1 
Billion Disappointment,” written by Scott 
Mendelson of Forbes magazine.  

In the article, Mendelson calls the 
film the “most disappointing Star Wars 
story” and discusses some behind the 
scenes occurrences that may have caused 
the film to be disappointing. The most 
notable occurrence was the late addition 
of Abrams who previously directed “The 
Force Awakens” after Disney fired Colin 
Trevorrow in late 2017. Mendelson believes 
this may be the reason the film felt rushed 
and thought it would have been better with 
another year delay.  

‘Gretel and Hansel’ remake disappoints
Shelbi R. Ankiewicz // Reporter
A new take on Jacob and Wilhelm 

Grimm’s fairytale, ‘Hansel and Gretel,’ 
came to theaters Jan. 31.  

The movie, titled ‘Gretel and Hansel,’ 
took a turn from the original story as the 
female character, Gretel (Sophia Lillis), 
was the lead in this new adaptation.  

Peter Travers of Rolling Stone Magazine 
called the film a “fine and fitting end to the 
Skywalker Saga.” Travers also discussed 
the near impossibility of creating a film that 
pleases all viewers especially a Star Wars 
film, but commended Abrams calling the 
film a “euphoric blast of pulse-quickening 
adventure, laced with humor and heart”.  

As I’ve been a fan of the Star Wars films 
since I was a child, I may have a bit of bias, 
and while I enjoyed the final film, I can 
still see the very valid complaints made 
by other fans and critics of the movie. 
Overall, I thought the film did a good job 
of wrapping up a story that has been in the 
making for over four decades. It was never 
going to be an easy task for any director. 
With the material Abrams had to work 
with, he did the film justice and gave the 
saga a fun, nostalgic, adventure filled, and 
valiant ending to one of the largest movie 
franchises ever.

As the tale goes, Gretel and her younger 
brother, Hansel (Samuel Leakey), were 
forced out of their house by their mother. 
The sibling traveled through the woods, 
hungry and cold, until stumbling upon a 
house that was filled with delicious foods. 
Although this scene was present in the 
book, the adaptation included additional 

scenes that were not in the book, which at 
times made the storyline difficult to follow. 

Noah Cruz, a Coastal Carolina 
University student, said, “’Gretel and 
Hansel’ was a very slow-paced movie. It 
tried to be artistic and be something more 
than the well-known fairytale, but [they] 
didn’t quite give you much to work with.” 

Apart from the plot, this film should have 
been marketed to be of the thriller genre, 
rather than horror. There were suspenseful 
scenes, but nothing that seemed scary. 

“Filled with creepy occultism, Gretel and 
Hansel is made of gingerbread: Alluring 

The conclusion to this saga seemed to be a success despite 
reviews.

Cont. on page 21

Newshour, there were “Congress [had] 
110 gun bills on the table” most of which 
were “related to the gun debate” as of 
August 2019. Some passed through the 
House of Representatives but did not move 
forward in Senate, such as the Bipartisan 
Background Checks Act.  

Clearly, there is a link between gun 
laws and gun violence which Americans 
continue to ignore. The issue has continued 
to be prevalent, yet it has continued to 
be swept under the rug. Because of this, 
another child has been shot, people are 
murdered daily, schools are constantly 
on lockdown, and we hardly bat an eye 
anymore. This is a uniquely American 
problem. 

Gifford’s Law Center goes on to compare 
the United States to the rest of the world. 
The United States is home to just 4% of the 
world’s population, however it accounts 
for “35% of global firearm suicides and 
9% of global firearm homicides. The US 
gun homicide rate is 25 times that of other 
high-income countries [and has] a suicide 
rate [that is] 10 times that of other high-
income countries. Women [in the US are 
also] 21 times more likely to be murdered 
with a gun than women in other high-
income countries,” the article said.  

There is solid proof that stronger gun 
laws lead to less gun violence. With more 
regulation on who is owning a gun, gun 
violence rates could decrease nationwide. 
Once Americans accept that and push for 
change, our country can be a safer place 
for everyone.
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Student Veteran Association attends 
national conference in California
Shelbi R. Ankiewicz // Reporter
Coastal Carolina University’s Student 

Veteran Association had the privilege of 
attending a nationwide conference held in 
Los Angeles, Calif. earlier this month.  

The conference, NatCon, is three days’ 
worth of breakout sessions guided toward 
assisting veterans from military to student 
life. The event is held every year and it 
welcomes SVA’s from colleges and univer-
sities all over the nation to learn and lead.  

“It’s the largest gathering of veterans 
in the United States. . . It’s designated to 
promote employer and student commu-
nication, as well as advocate for military 
affiliated rights on campus,” said Jeremiah 
Hust, Veteran Services’ Military Funding 
Coordinator.  

This was the 12th annual NatCon and 

CCU’s third attendance. Coastal Caroli-
na University’s SVA first heard about the 
conference through former SVA president 
David Yancey.  

The purpose of NatCon is to bring back 
information to help better your universi-
ty’s SVA, as well as your overall campus. 
In order to do so, there are sessions guided 
to teach new skills for students to learn.  

I attended sessions that focused on how 
to transfer military leadership skills to 
leadership skills used on campus and in 
collegiate organizations.  

CCU student veterans in attendance 
learned about topics such as how to advo-
cate for veterans on a political level, how 
to welcome diversity and inclusion into 
our organization, and much more. Kourt- CCU’s SVA enjoys their time at NATCON. // Photo by 

Shelbi Ankiewicz.

ney Scott, the SVA vice president, gath-
ered information specifically for our SVA. 

“Being the vice president of SVA, I 
brought back fundraising, budgeting, and 
support skills,” said Scott.  

Although NatCon is targeted toward 
veterans, it is a great experience for ev-
eryone. I, as a dependent of someone who 
served, feel as if I gained just as much as 
anyone else. I learned about potential in-
ternship opportunities, lessons from mo-
tivational speakers such as Simon Sinek, 
and how to properly dress business casual.  

“It was informative, motivational, 
opened up opportunities for post-college, 
and gave me a lot to look forward to each 
day,” said Scott.  

Next year’s NatCon will be held in Or-

‘Gretel and Hansel’ remake 
disappoints cont. 
Shelbi R. Ankiewicz // Reporter

to look at, but structurally and morally 
hollow,” said Paul Asay, a movie critic for 
Plugged In.  

 I wouldn’t recommend this film it to 
someone unless they are interested in 
strange, unusual films. 

“’Gretel and Hansel’ is not an 
‘entertaining film,’ though it is certainly 
an interesting, mesmerizing one,” said 
Lynetta Hale, online reviewer.  

Through the years, there have been many 
remakes of the original fairytale. The first 
film came out in 1932 titled “Babes in the 
Woods.” It was a cartoon featuring two 
kids, elves and children who had been 
turned into animals. Since then, there have 
been versions about killers, witch hunters 
and monsters.  

This will likely not be the last remake of 
the famous Grimms’ story, but hopefully 
the next one will be more memorable. ‘Gretel and Hansel’ was an interesting take on this old tale, however it was a bit disappointing.

lando, Fla., at a Disney World resort. Our 
goal as SVA is to fundraise to be able to 
bring in as many interested students as 
possible. For more information about our 
NatCon experience, or how to get involved 
in the future, stop by Veteran Services in 
the Lib Jackson Student Union. 
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to provide our readers with the 
content they want to see. If 
you’d like to cover something 
yourself, we are looking for 
anyone interested in reporting, 
photography and social media. 
Come join us on Mondays at 
6 p.m. in the Student Union 
A-213.  

To the students of CCU, 
welcome back and good luck 
this semester! 
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